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♦  He  had  been  to  a  big  city. 
"At  the  start  of  the  20th  century 
we  were  a  rural  nation.  Today, 
the  top  50  cities  hold  50%  of  the 
population  of  the  U.S.  One  out 
of  every  three  people  live  in 
one  of  the  top  10  cities. 

"God  is  telling  Southern 
Baptists,  'Come  on.  I  am  bring¬ 
ing  people  together  in  the 
cities,  and  I  want  you  to  tell 
them  about  Jesus.'" 

♦  He  had  been  to  a  big  church 
and  left  empty.  "He  went  to  a 
church  with  no  answers.  There 
are  perplexed  seekers  all  around 
us,  and  many  of  them  have  been 
to  church  and  found  no 
answers,"  he  said. 

Philip  was  able  to  explain 
that  the  Scriptures  were  point¬ 
ing  toward  Christ,  Reccord 
pointed  out. 

"He  never  said  a  word  about 
the  programs  at  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jerusalem,  but  spoke 
she  is  tf^hg^greacher  in  the  rather  about  a  person,  the  Lord 
family  the  United  Jesus  Christ. 

Nation's  secretariat  Over  900  "One  thing  I  like  about 
people  filled  the  room  to  stand-  Philip  is  he  was  not  seminary 
ing  room  only  to  hear  Ann  trained,"  Reccord  said, 
speak.  We  are  still  following  up  "Our  main  calling  is  not  to 
on  the  people  who  responded  to  build  big  churches,  but  to  give 
die  message,"  Reccord  said.  Jesus  Christ  away,  one  person 

at  a  time,"  Reccord  said. 

i  are  cur- 
the  Season  of  Prayer 
t  missions, 
a  special  emphasis  on  the 
Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  North  American 
Missions  (AAEO)  that  supports 
those  efforts.  (Please  see  related 
editorial  on  page  two  of  this  issue.) 

The  AAEO  web  site  can  be 
accessed  at  www.anniearm- 
strong.com. 


Robert  E.  "Bob"  Reccord, 
president  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  in  Atlanta,  was  the 
featured  speaker  for  the  18th 
annual  Rankin  Association  mis¬ 
sions  banquet  at  Crossgates 
Church  in  Brandon  on  March  2. 

"Nobody  embodies  our 
'New  Ways  for  a  New  Day' 
theme  better  than  Bob  Reccord," 
said  Allen  Stephens,  Rankin 
Association  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  in  introducing  Reccord. 

Reccord  became  the  first  head 
of  NAMB  when  the  new  agency 
was  launched  in  June  1997. 
NAMB  was  formed  from  the 
merger  of  tire  Home  Mission 
Board  in  Atanta,  die  Brotherhood 
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TALKING  MISSIONS  —  Sharing  a  moment  together  at  Rankin 
Association's  annual  missions  banquet  are  Linda  Tate,  associationai 
WMU  director;  Bob  Reccord,  president  of  NAMB;  and  Allen 
Stephens,  director  of  missions  for  Rankin  County  Association. 


merger 


Commission  in  M 
the  Radio,  and 

Commission  in  Ft.  Worth,  as  part  1999  Southern  Baptists  set  a 

of  the  restructuring  of  the  record  in  new  church  starts 

Southern  Baptist  Convention.  with  over  1,700.  He  also  point- 

Reccord  took  the  opportuni-  ed  out  that  60%  of  the  new 

ty  at  the  Rankin  Association  starts  were  ethnic  —  Hispanic, 

banquet  to  announce  that  as  of  Asian,  and  African- American . 

Dec.  31,  1999,  NAMB  had  "New  doors  are  opening  for 
achieved  the  Bold  Mission  Southern  Baptists  to  evangelize 
Thrust  goal  of  5,000  missionar-  the  world,  Reccord  pointed  out. 
ies  on  the  field  by  the  year  2000.  He  told  of  a  recent  opportuni- 

"On  Dec.  31,  1999,  we  had  ty  at  five  United  Nations  (UN)  in  Acts  8,  concerning  how  God  led  Southern  Baptists 
5,025  missionaries  on  the  field,"  New  York  City.  Though  NAMB  Philip  away  from  his  comfort  rently  in  f 
Reccord  said.  s/  has  had  a  ministry  at  the  UN  for  zone  to  meet  the  Ethiopian  for  North  American 

The  Bold  Mission  Thrust  goals  a  number  of  years,  a  door  eunuch.  He  pointed  out  how  the  with 

to  d resent  the  Gospel  to  everyone  opened  to  an  expanded  ministry.  Ethiopian  is  like  so  much  of  the  Annie 
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Missions  closer  to  home 


Say  the  word  "missions"  to  Southern  abusers,  prison  inmates  and 
Baptists,  and  for  most  of  us  a  vision  their  families,  the  disabled, 
springs  to  mind  of  some  far-away  place  migrants,  and  even  vacation- 
on  the  other  side  of  the  globe  with  strange-  ers,  to  name  of  few. 
speaking  people  in  stranger-still  garb.  We  There  are  currently  over 
luce  to  think  of  missions  as  a  thrilling  Indiana  5,000  NAMB-sponsored  mis- 
Jones  jungle  adventure,  filled  with  breath-  sionaries  serving  in  the  U.S., 
taking  action  and  unforgettable  experiences.  Canada,  and  ITS.  territories. 
To  De  sure,  there  are  Southern  Baptist  mis-  backed  up  by  more  than 
sionaries  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe  right  100,000  volunteers  each  year, 
now  who  are  involved  in  situations  almost  as  More  than  3,000  NAMB- 
exotic  as  those  fast-paced  movies  —  and  endorsed  chaplains  serve  in 
there  are  missionaries  on  the  other  side  of  the  the  U.S.  military,  correctional 
globe  whose  ministries  are  much  more  dan-  facilities,  hospitals,  and  cor- 

Igerous  than  any  movie  could  portray,  porate  settings.  In  1999,  they 
They  certainly  deserve  our  daily  made  more  than  1.5  million 
prayers  and  our  sacrificial  financial  contacts  and  saw  more  than 
support,  but  they  aren't  the  only  23,000  professions  of  faith, 
ones.  There  are  our  North  American  In  addition.  Southern 

missionaries  —  we  called  them  Baptists  are  starting  about  1,500 
"home  missionaries"  in  the  days  of  new  churches  each  year  in  the 
the  old  Home  Mission  Board  —  and  North  American  missions  area, 
their  Kingdom  ministries  are  just  as  Even  with  those  impressive 
important  and  just  as  much  in  need  numbers,  however,  we're 
of  our  prayers  and  support.  falling  behind  population 
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ARMSTRONG 

Easter  Offering* 


FOR  NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 

By  ALL 
Means! 

Week  of  Prayer 
for  North  Aneriean  Missions 

National  Goal:  $47,000,000 
Challenge  Goal:  $55,000,000 


Southern  Baptist  seminaries  to 
teach  and  mobilize  new  church 
planters.  More  than  150  church  planter  pie 
interns  were  also  appointed  to  serve  in  sum-  sun 
mer,  semester,  and  full-time  capacities.  I 

♦  implement  the  Church  Planter  and 
Management  System,  a  comprehensive  to  | 

computer  management  tool  to  help  new  (Me  ^ 

church  planters  in  their  work.  More  than  for,  getting  personally  involved  In,  and 

6.500  copies  have  been  distributed,  and  financially  supporting  Southern  Baptists' 

2.500  church  planters  have  received  train-  North  American  ministries. 

ing  in  how  to  use  the  system.  We  should  start  right  away.  If  we  don't 

♦  support  more  than  13,000  youth  and  have  our  own  house  m  order,  how  can  we 
adults  wno  participated  in  World  Changers  convince  a  lost  world  to  get  their  houses  in 
projects,  and  more  than  1,000  young  peo-  order?  Think  about  it. 
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nation,  but  it  would  appear  we  ve  got  plenty 
of  work  left  to  do  in  our  own  backyards. 

AAEO  provides  major  funding  for 
NAMB's  two  major  thrusts  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada:  evangelism  and  church  planting. 

NAMB  missionaries  minister  to  people's 
needs  in  112  language  groups  in  urban  and 
rural  settings,  opening  their  arms  to  such 
diverse  populations  as  seniors,  the  illiter¬ 
ate,  non-English  speakers,  substance 
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Mississippi  Walk  to  Emmaus 
Board  has  gone  to  great  strides 
in  addressing  the  so-called 
"secret  or  cult"  things  we  do. 
There  is  a  book  titled.  What  is 
the  Walk  to  Emmaus?  by 
Stephen  D.  Bryant  which  is 
available  to  anyone.  Anyone 
with  on-line  capability  can  go  to 
The  Emmaus  Library  at 
www.pastomet.net.au/emmaus 
and  laity  work  side-by-side  in  act/wnatis.html. 
presenting  this  short  course  in  When  I  first  read  the  article 
Christianity.  I  wonder,  if  the  and  subsequent  articles  lump- 
Walk  to  Emmaus  is  as  bad  as  ing  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  and 
the  press  writer  portrayed  it.  Chrysalis  in  with  Tres  Dias,  I 
then  why  do  the  clergy  contin-  was  upset.  The  press  writer  had 
ue  to  use  their  time  off  to  work  done  an  injustice  to  a  powerful 
these  walks?  movement  that  God  is  using  to 

These  articles  were  picked  up  strengthen  the  local  Body  of 
from  a  Baptist  Press  writer  in  a  Christ  and  to  those  Mississippi 
neighboring  state  and  I  don't  Southern  Baptist  whose  lives 
doubt  that  there  are  some  bad  have  been  changed  because  of 
apples  that  have  done  some  the  Walk  to  Emmaus.  Since  I 
strange  things  after  attending  a  had  to  stay  in  a  limited  word 
Walk  to  Emmaus.  In  the  ten  count,  I  didn't  even  get  to  tell 
years  that  I  have  been  associated  you  about  the  powerful  impact 
with  the  North  Mississippi  Walk  prayer  has  on  each  weekend, 
of  Emmaus  community  I  have  Maybe  I  can  do  that  some  other 
not  heard  of  anyone  selling  his  time.  My  hope  and  prayer  is 
possession  or  leaving  his  church  that  this  guest  opinion  has 
because  of  the  Walk  he  attended.  ^  diverted  your  droughts  about 
The  North  Mississippi  Walk  to  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  to  more 
Emmaus  encourages  everyone  positive  thoughts. 

who  attends  a  Walk  to  go  back  to  . . . 

their  local  church  and  find  some  Donald  is  a  dentist  in 
place  to  serve.  The  North  Louisville. 


Guest  Opinion: 

Emmaus  Walk  is  positive 

By  Mark  Donald,  member 
First  Church,  Louisville 
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Medical  missions  opens  hearts  worldwide 


"These  are  doctors  The  ^est  wav  for  preventive 
and  nurses  who  are  care  to  reach  the  people  is  not 
taking  medical  help  through  the  hospitals  but  by 
to  the  poor!"  they  going  to  the  people.  The 
said.  "They  are  doing  approach,  called  "community 
a  great  work  for  usw  health,"  takes  preventive  medi- 
Even  the  government  cine  and  education  about  clean 
listened.  water,  proper  hygiene  and 

McLoren's  team  is 
part  of  the  newest 


RICHMOND,  Va. 
(BP)  —  "We  were  it," 
he  says.  "There  was 
no  one  else."  The  war 
was  just  ending 
when  Brad  Mc¬ 
Loren's  medical  team 
received  clearance 
into  the  country. 

Political  tension 
ran  high;  devastated 
refugees  had  scat¬ 
tered;  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  forbade  tradi¬ 
tional  missionary 
work.  The  only  mis¬ 
sionary  family  work¬ 
ing  with  this  particu¬ 
lar  people  group  was 
expelled  shortly  after 
his  arrival,  leaving  his 
team  alone  to  minister 
to  more  than  four  mil¬ 
lion  Muslims  scarred 
by  war  and  disease. 

Then  God  began 
to  work  a  miracle. 

Many  had  never 
visited  a  hospital  or 
heard  about  a  Savior, 
but  as  the  team  treat¬ 
ed  them,  they  lis¬ 
tened.  They  listened 
when  L" _ 


BAPTISTS 


hospital  care  is  concentrated  in 
large  cities,  community  health 
care  goes  where  there  is  no  med¬ 
ical  care  —  and  no  evangelism. 

Education  is  another  prime 
opportunity  for  medical  per¬ 
sonnel.  In  countries  closed  to 
Christian  missionaries,  even 
those  toting  stethoscopes,  the 
national  government  will 
almost  always  accept  —  even 
request  —  guest  lecturers  on 
health-care  topics  for  their  uni¬ 
versities  and  medical  schools. 


wave  of  medical  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  are  leav¬ 
ing  the  hospital  envi¬ 
ronment  and  taking 
their  tools  on  the  road. 

The  destinations  vary 
—  college  classrooms, 
urban  offices,  mud 
huts  —  but  the  need 
and  the  reasons  are  the 
same.  Everyone  needs 
good  medical  care, 
preventive  medicine, 
and  health  education. 

Everyone  needs  to 
know  the  "One  by 
Whose  stripes  we  are 
healed"  (Isaiah  53:5). 

Under  the 

International  Mission 
Board's  "New 

Directions"  program, 
which  focuses  on 
people  groups  rather 
than  countries,  more 

and  more  medical  "[People]  live  without  hope, 
missionaries  and  vol-  and  here  we  come  with  a  mes- 
unteers  are  getting  sage  of  hope.  We're  trying  to 
i  send  a  message  to  doctors 
everywhere:  You  have  the  great 
cally  unreached  by  potential  for  using  medical 
hospitals  —  or  by  tra-  missions,"  McLoren  said, 
ts.  "We  baptized  them  in  ditional  missionary  methods. 
bs,  in  lakes."  When  the  Since  J.  Sexton  James,  the 

iment  launched  a  "tena-  first  Southern  Baptist  mission-  .  **^Np*?  ~  -jgjl 

investigation  against  the  ary  doctor,  sailed  for  China  in  m  rp  ;.*,i *  ,||| 

the  people  themselves  1846,  generations  of  medical  ,*  *  \ 

ed  McLoren's  work.  missionaries  supported  by  i  ijj 
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McLoren  ~  *** 

(whose  real  name  is 

de^o^protecUds  out-  .  SHARING  JESUS' LOVE 

reach)  came  to  their  helPs  an  elderly  man  in  nonuuras  unuersianu  me  unteers  are  getting 
homes  and  taught  dpsage  °f  his  prescription,  but  the  medical  vp  unteers  the  green  light  to 
mothers  and  children  also  helped  hundreds  o  Hondurans  understand  the  love  head  for  areas  typi- 
how  to  wash  their  of  Jesus  Christ.  (BP  photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs)  "  -  ' 

hands  and  take 
worm  medicine.  They  listened 
when  he  sat  on  their  dirt  floors 
and  taught  about  Jesus. 

"We  started  doing  medical 
clinics  and  started  seeing  peo¬ 
ple  get  saved,"  McLoren 
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Study  strengthens  money  skills 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Michael  Taylor  believes  to  have 
strong  marriages  couples  must  have  unity  of  purpose  in  finan¬ 
cial  goals  and  money  management.  Taylor,  co-author  of  the 
newly  released  "Money  in  Marriage"  resource,  hopes  to  help 
engaged  and  newlywed  couples  identify  sources  and  solutions 
for  conflict  in  all  aspects  of  their  personal  financial  manage¬ 
ment.  Taylor  sees  the  resource  as  an  opportunity  for  pastors  to 
help  reverse  current  divorce  trends  by  equipping  couples  with 
tools  they  can  use  to  prevent  breakups. 

Working  with  author  and  money  management  authority 
Larry  Burkett,  Taylor  found  that  conflict  over  money  is  the 
number  one  cause  of  divorce  in  America.  Burkett  is  founder 
and  CEO  of  Christian  Financial  Concepts  where  Taylor,  a  for¬ 
mer  pastor  and  church  planter,  is  a  staff  writer.  They  have  co¬ 
authored  several  volumes  related  to  money  management 
issues.  "The  church  today  looks  the  same  as  die  world  in 
terms  of  divorce,"  Taylor  observed.  "The  way  we  manage 
money  represents  the  core  values  of  our  lives,  so  when  hus¬ 
bands  ana  wives  come  together,  there  can  be  a  collision  of 
core  values.  If  we  discover  the  conflicting  values  that  cause 
them  to  bicicer,  then  we  can  help  them  come  together  under 
the  lordship  of  Christ 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALING  — 
Missionary  physician  John 
Gibson  makes  his  morning 
rounds  at  Bangkla  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Thailand. 
Hospitals  like  Bangkla  laid  a 
solid  foundation  for  Southern 
Baptist  medical  missions.  Now 
medical  missionaries  and  vol¬ 
unteers  are  moving  into  areas 
typically  unreachexJ  by  hospi¬ 
tals  —  or  by  traditional  mis¬ 
sionary  methods.  (BP  photo  by 
Don  Rutledge) 


The  Directors  of  Missions  (DOM)  Fellowship,  which  meets  four  times 
a  year,  has  elected  Calhoun  Association  DOM  Wayne  Gullet  as  president; 
Kenneth  Rhodes,  DOM  of  Pearl  River  Association  as  secretary-treasurer; 
and  Marvin  Cox,  DOM  of  Union  County  Association  as  vice  president. 


he  believes  < 
or  avoid  pn 
stewardshif 
the  top  of  a 


Persuaded  by  the  prophecies  of  a  16-year-old  girl  who  preaches  in  her 
sleep,  a  number  of  people  in  and  near  the  small  town  of  Jyvaskyla, 
Sweden,  have  sold  or  given  away  their  possessions,  quit  their  jobs,  and 
settled  down  for  the  end  of  the  world. 
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BLUE  MOUNTAIN  (Special)  —  E.  Harold  sis,  classes  on  weekends  and  each  night  Oxford,  and  also  did  post 
Fisher  has  announced  that  he  will  step  down  except  Wednesday,  and  new  courses  in  the  Teachers  College 
after  35  years  at  the  helm  of  Baptist-affiliated  sociology,  computer  science,  honors,  read-  University  in  New  Yor 
Blue  Mountain  College  (BMC)  in  Blue  ings,  and  prachcums.  A  special  program  to  awarded  an  honorary  L.l 
Mountain.  Fisher,  the  school's  sixth  presi-  permit  teacher  assistants  to  earn  a  degree  Baptist-affiliated  William 
dent,  will  retire  on  June  30.  m  five  years  was  added  in  1986.  Hattiesburg. 

"A  new  president  should  Scholarship  assistance  has  increased  Fisher  has  been  marrie 
feV-|be  selected  to  provide  the  7,000%,  and  a  scholarship  program  for  the  former  Mary  Huggins 
necessary  leadership  as  the  church-related  vocations  was  begun  in  BMC  graduate  who  retire 
'* jHpH college  moves  into  the  1994  in  which  annual  scholarships  of  years  of  teaching  in  the  c 
.  p  twenty-first  century.  There  $1,000  are  awarded  to  students  majonng  in  department.  They  have 
i-^Bare  programs  to  be  initiat-  church-related  vocations.  A  total  of  59  stu-  dren  and  seven  grandchil 
w^ich  should  be  devel-  dents  currently  receive  those  scholarships.  "During  the  past  ' 
oped  by  one  who  will  have  During  Fisher's  administration,  four  progress  nas  been  ma< 
fl  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  new  buildings  were  constructed:  Cockroft  worked  together  to  imp 
W  II  them  successfully  devel-  Dormitory  (1968),  Paschal  Student  Center  program  of  Christian  hig 
wt^jJMoped  and  implemented  as  (1970),  maintenance  shop  (1989),  and  BMC.  The  35-year  joume 
jiff.;.  IRBhas  been  my  privilege  as  I  Broach  Hall  (1993).  ‘  been  easy,  but  through  it 

<  Si'flhav6  served  the  college,"  Whitfield  Dormitory  and  the  Modena  vided  the  guidance  and  1 
'  SVk-* •'>  jjwB  Fisher  said  in  a  prepared  Lowery  Berry  Auditorium  were  renovated  sary  to  accomplish  what 
statement.  and  restored  (1998-99).  Extensive  renova-  together,"  Fisher  said. 

1.  #1  An  overall  increase  of  tions  were  made  to  the  library,  including  BMC  trustees  have  f 

’•  almost  41.5%  in  enrollment  the  addition  of  the  Anderson  Room,  and  to  committee  to  consider 

"Ajhas  been  recorded  during  the  science  and  family  and  consumer  sci-  ment.  John  McRae  of  Atle 
J  Fisher's  tenure,  and  more  ence  labs  in  the  administration  building.  search  counselor  specia 
than  47%  of  all  BMC  gradu-  Under  Fisher's  leadership,  the  school's  education,  has  been  retai 
ates  received  their  degrees  budget  increased  930%,  income  increased  search  committee, 

during  Fisher's  time  at  the  college.  970%,  and  the  endowment  rose  729%  to  For  more  information, 

Since  Fisher  assumed  the  presidency,  $6,876,480.  John  McRae  and  Associa 


Fisher 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.  "No  money  is  missing  and  the  Mississi] 

Editor _  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  Convention  (MB 

wrong  doing  on  the  part  of  any-  In  addition,  the  school 
Mississippi  College  (MC)  in  one.  It  is  simply  a  mistake  by  received  $415,909.02  from  the  tions  and /of  accusations 

Clinton  will  reduce  next  year's  the  budget  office.  challenge  portion  of  last  year's 

operating  budget  by  approxi-  "If  we  had  realized  the  mis-  f'5*" - '  ^ 

mately  rune  percent  ana  main-  take  earlier,  much  of  this  belt-  < 

tain  salaries  at  present  levels  to  tightening  could  have  been  of  CP  gifts  over  and  above  the  equal  emphasis 

account  for  multi-million-dol-  avoided.  We  could  have  adjust-  amount  needed  to  meet  the 

lar  mistakes  in  expenditure  and  ed  the  spending  early  on.  We  annual  budget, 

revenue  projections,  according  consider  this  a  one-year  shift,  MC  is 
to  the  Baptist-affiliated  school  s  and  we  expect  to  be  back  on  $2,583,948  in  Mississi] 
president.  track  after  tnis  one-year  adjust-  gifts  for  the  year  2000.  T 

Howell  W.  Todd  said  in  a  ment,"  Todd  said.  lenge  portion  of  the 

prepared  statement  that  a  total  MC  received  a  total  of  bu< 
review  of  the  procedures  for  $2,408,953.75  last  year  in  uni 

formulating  budget  projections  Mississippi  Cooperative  year  in  December. 

is  underway  to  ensure  that  the  Program  (CP)  gifts  given  by .  MC  trustees  _  , _ 

situation  does  not  repeat  itself  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  appointed  by  MBC  messengers 
in  the  future.  and  budgeted  by  messengers  to  and  the  school's  trustees. 

— —  -  : - -3 xt — j  ! — : - - - .  . '  — ! - - - .  K  e  r  m  i  t 


Baptist  this  latest  development.  I  urge 
all  affected  individuals  not  to 
rush  to  judgmental  verbaliza- 

"Every  effort  should  be 
Mississippi  CP  budget.  The  made  toward  continued  finan- 
challenge  portion  is  composed  rial  aid  to  students,  but  with 

_ _ i  .i _ __  _  .i.  .  _  \  % 

\  on  compen- 
satorv  renumeration  for  faculty 
members  who  have  been  extra- 
luled  to  receive  ordinarily  faithful  through 
'i  CP  'thick  and  thin'  years," 
chal-  McGregor  said. 

tenge  portion  of  the  2000  CP  Frank  Harmon,  chairman  of 
-  -idget  cannot  be  calculated  the  MBCB  executive  committee 
ter  the  end  of  the  fiscal  and  pastor  of  First  Church, 

Newton,  said,  "While  I  regret 
are  jointly  that  MC  finds  itself  in  a  finan¬ 
cial  belt-tightening  because  of 
inaccurate  projections,  I  have 
confidence  that  Dr.  Todd  and 
McGregor,  pres-  the  board  of  trustees  will  work 
ident  of  the  together  to  find  a  solution  that 
Mississippi  will  neither  harm  students  or 
Baptist  faculty,  and  one  that  will  pre- 
Convention  and  serve  the  integrity  of  the  institu- 

r?; _ 1.  i: _ _ i  _ •  n  .*  ,  // 


accountability 
principles  will 
be  maximized 
to  find  out  what 
contributed  to 


Futral  said 
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Preacher/ cartoonist  lauds  Schulz  influence 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  "Just  about 
every  preacher  I  know"  has  quoted  from 
Charles  Schulz's  "Peanuts"  cartoons, 
reflected  popular  Baptist  cartoonist  Joe 
McKeever  after  Schulz,  77,  died  Feb.  12  on 
the  eve  of  his  last  cartoon  in  Sunday  papers 
across  the  globe. 

McKeever,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Kenner,  La.,  and  former  staff  member  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  has  been  cartooning 
since  childhood  (and  preaching  since  his 
senior  year  in  college).  His  cartoons  have 
appeared  in  such  journals  as  Leadership, 
Preaching,  and  Pulpit  Helps,  in  state  Baptist 
papers  and,  with  two  other  cartoonists,  in 
an  eight-volume  Baker  Book  House  series, 
"Instant  Cartoons  for  Church  Newsletters." 

McKeever  said  preachers  have  been 
especially  aided  by 


kNOW  —  MOM  MANY  OF  YOU 
UKEP  PREACHER  NUMBER  ON6 
TUB  BEST 


One  of  those  who  replied  was  Schulz. 

Schulz,  who  grew  up  in  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
was  raised  in  a  Lutheran  home,  joined  the 
Church  of  God  (Anderson,  Ind.)  as  an  adult, 
and  taught  a  Sunday  School  class,  recounted 
Crosswalk.com,  a  Christian  Internet  site  Feb. 

16.  Perhaps  one  of  his  greatest  trials  as  a 
Christian  came  in  a  divorce  and  remarriage. 

Schulz  took  a  stand  for  his  faith  when  nis 
Charlie  Brown  Christmas  special  was  in  pro¬ 
duction  years  ago,  facing  off  with  network 
officials  to  make  sure  that  Linus  recited  the 
entire  Christmas  message,  the  Christian 
especially  aided  by  Linus,  the  philosophi-  Internet  site  iBelieve.com  recounted  Feb.  14. 
cal  brother  of  Lucy  in  Schulz's  cartoons.  He  Schulz  died  in  his  sleep  of  a  heart  attack 

recounted  citing  Linus  in  a  recent  sermon,  in  his  California  home  following  a  battle 
from  a  cartoon  in  which  Linus  turned  to  with  colon  cancer  and  small  strokes  that 
the  New  Testament  Book  of  Acts  to  address  forced  him  to  end  "Peanuts"  after  nearly  50 
one  of  Lucy's  pressing  concerns.  years  of  cartooning  encompassing  more 

Lucy  thanked  Linus  for  easing  her  mind  than  18,000  strips, 
on  the  matter,  to  which  Linus  replied,  Schulz's  fellow  cartoonist  and  friend 
"Good  theology  has  a  way  of  doing  tnat."  Johnny  Hart,  who  often  infuses  Christian 
McKeever  and  Schulz  shared  a  common  themes  into  his  "B.C."  and  "The  Wizard  of 
heritage  —  the  only  training  they  received  in  Id"  strips,  reflecting  on  the  extraordinary 
cartooning  was  via  correspondence  courses  circumstance  of  Scnulz  dying  just  hours 
from  the  Art  Instruction  Co.  of  Minneapolis,  before  his  final  cartoon  was  published,  told 
McKeever,  the  son  of  a  coal  miner  in  iBelieve.com,  "It's  as  if,  when  you're 
north  Alabama,  wrote  to  the  company  through  and  you've  made  your  peace  with 
when  he  was  14  after  seeing  an  ad  in  a  Jesus  and  your  family  and  everything  is 
magazine.  He  received  a  reply  stating  that  cool,  and  you've  said  your  good-byes  ...  . 
he  was  too  young  —  something' about  •  Charlie  always  said, 'When  I  die,  the  strip 
"people  your  age  don't  generally  follow  will  die,  too.  "  Hart,  69,  entered  the  media 
through"-^ —  and  that  he  should  write  again  with  "B.C."  at  age  27,  seven  years  after 
when  ne  turned  16.  Schulz's  first  "Peanuts"  strip,  published  When  they  do  their  work  rea" 

So,  in  1956,;McKeever  did  just  that.  His  when  Schulz  also  was  27.  may  expect  someone  to  be  ol 

sister,  Patricia,  of  Nauvoo,  Ala.,  who  had  just  McKeever,  writing  last  year  in  the  jour-  more  thing:  both  groups  do 
graduated  from  high  school  and  taken  a  job  nal  Preaching  on  the  subject  of  "What  work  sitting  at  a  table  or  desl 

as  a  telephone  operator,  offered  to  pay  for  Preachers  Can  Learn  From  Cartoonists,"  blank  sheet  of  paper.'' 

the.courses  —  if  he  promised  to  stick  with  it.  observed  that  preachers  and  cartoonists  McKeever  also  observed, 
Patricia  spent  about  $350  on  the  lessons  "seem  to  have  a  mutual  attraction"1  and  preachers  and  cartoonists  are  < 

over  a  couple  of  years,  and  McKeever  said  share  a  lot  in  common.  ferent  from  the  others  in  the 

he  occasionally  signs  over  a  royalty  check  "They  live  by  deadlines,  they  need  to  be  his  own  way.  Some  are  truly  i 
to  her  to  say  an  ongoing  word  of  thanks.  wordsmiths,  everything  is  grist  for  their  not  so  talented  but  each  has  le 
McKeever  also  can  give  testimony  to  mill,  their  craft  (i.e.,  sermons  and  cartoons)  do  his  best,  to  speak  with  the  ^ 

Schulz's  graciousness.  When  McKeever  works  on  different  levels  and  rarely  does  the  abilities  Goa  gave  him." 


PAStor  Selection 

....  -  t»AV  -  . 


Jesus  Christ 


'Requests  the  Honor j 
of  your  Presence  L 
in  Heaven!  S 


So  when  you  get  ready  to 
replace  something  in  the 
church  with  a  new,  whiz-bang, 
great  idea,  you  might  ought  to 
quietly  pray  asking  God  to 
make  your  idea  as  good  as  the 
one  that  is  being  removed. 

One  final  consideration  is 
while  tearing  something  down, 
remember  that  it  is  important 
to  keep  things  stable.  That's 
what  tne  cranes  were  doing  in 
nobody  in  the  cemetery  was  try-  holding  the  walls  up  while 
ing  to  get  out.  Be  that  as  it  may,  things  were  being  taken  down, 
there  were  a  number  of  people  In  the  Christian  life  that  stabili- 
who  did  not  want  anything  ty  is  provided  by  and  main- 
done  because  it  "had  always  tainea  by  keeping  a  Christ-like 
been  that  way."  As  a  result,  tne  spirit  every  step  of  the  way. 
fence  did  not  go,  but  the  sweet  Jeremiah  says  that  the  Lord 
spirit  and  fellowship  did  —  called  him  to  a  ministry  of  tear- 
you  tear  something  down  not  to  nght  out  the  window.  ing  things  down:  "I've  set  thee 

'  '  *  "  That  leads  me  to  the  third  over  the  nations  and  over  the 

consideration  that  should  be  kingdoms  to  root  out  and  pull 

,  down,  to  destroy  and  to  throw 
Rnd  that  is  to  be  sensitive  to  the  down,  to  plant  and  to  build." 
feelings  of  those  who  built  it  up.  (Jeremiah  1:10) 

The  march  of  time,  the  advance-  No,  it  was  not  a  "slash  and 
ment  of  technology,  and  simply  bum /wreck  and  min"  kind  of 
the  changes  that  occur  in  life  ministry.  It  was  a  "remove  the 
require  some  alterations.  A  things  that  are  no  longer  need- 
Model-T  Fond  is  certainly  not  in  ed,  nor  profitable,  so  you  can 
the  class  of  a  modem  4-Wheel  re-establish  the  things  that 
Drive  SUV,  but  when  the  top  ten  grow  and  produce,"  Kind  of 
most  outstanding  cars  of  all  ministry, 
time  were  selected,  the  Model-T  It  was  a  word  from  God,  and 
was  rated  #1!  We  owe  a  debt  of  it  is  certainly  good  advice  for 
gratitude  to  Mr.  Ford.  us  to  follow. 


Tips  About  "Tearing  Down 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


being  tom  down.  Not  long  ago  I 
watched  as  a  row  of  old,  empty 
buildings  were  being  tom  down 
in  the  Jackson  area.  The  build¬ 
ings  had  long  since  been  vacat¬ 
ed!  They  now  were  empty  and, 
for  the  most  part,  had  been  gut¬ 
ted.  What  caught  my  attention 

the  most  was  the  fact  that  some  times  when  tire  church  needs  to 
huge  cremes  had  been  brought  take  a  close,  studied  look  at  what 
in  to  hold  the  walls  up  until  they  they  are  doing  —  what  is  of  real 
could  be  properly  tom  down,  value  and  what,  on  the  other 
Tuning  and  orderliness  were  hand,  is  just  being  maintained 
important  in  order  to  keep  from  for  historical  purposes. 

tearing  down  some  things  near-  Secondly,  consider  this  —  . 

by  that  they  did  not  want  to  tear  that  care  must  be  taken  when  spirit  and  fellowship  did 
down.  I  watched  the  process  go  you  tear  something  down  not  to  L‘  :-J"* 

on  for  several  weeks  and  I  kept  tear  up  what  you  don't  want 
thinking  what  a  lesson  there  destroyed!  It  is  not  unusual  for  a 

was  for  the  church  if  we  would  church  to  consider  stopping  or  given  as  we  tear  things  down, 

just  pay  attention.  changing  something  ana  in  the  . .  .  " 

Consider  first  that  sometimes  process  destroy  the  fellowship.  I 
some  things  need  to  be  tom  actually  knew  of  a  church  tnat 
down.  The  buildings  I  observed  got  all  crossed  up  with  each 
had  stood  there  for  years  with  other  because  there  was  a  pro- 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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Short  Creek, 
Yazoo  Association, 

will  host  John  Yates 
of  Da  Capo 
Ministries  on  March 
12  in  the  11  a.m.  and 
5  p.m.  services.  Yates 
will  share  messages 
through  preaching, 
vocal,  trumpet  solos, 
and  a  cast  of  ventril- 
oquial  figures.  For 
additional  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  956- 
6430.  Wayne  Miley  is 
interim  pastor. 


Oakland  Church,  Walnut, 

held  dedication  services  for  its 
remodeled  parsonage  on  Feb. 
6.  Services  were  held  during 
the  11  a.m.  worship  hour  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  walk  through  the 
parsonage.  Lyndle  Davis  is 
interim  pastor. 


Tomnolen  Church,  Webster  Association,  held  groundbreaking 


■  ceremonies  recently  for  a  new  church  building.  The  new  building 
will  be  moved  several  hundred  feet  back  from  the  present  site.  The 
church  hopes  to  sell  the  old  building  and  land  to  help  with  financ¬ 
ing.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Jimmie  Morgan,  Susan  McCain,  Marion 
McCain,  and  Dale  Orr,  building-committee;  J.  B.  Rowe,  pastor;  and 
Billy  Joe  Stafford,  chairman  of  deacons.  Not  pictured:  Matt  Pogue, 
building  committee  member. 

First  Church,  Quitman,  held 
a  Sportsman's  Seminar  on  Feb. 

19.  Outdoor  Evangelism 
Association  of  Amite,  La.  pre- 
icComb  sented  the  program.  There  were 
eld  their  156  people  in  attendance  with 
Venture  12  professions  of  faith  recorded 
in  con-  and  16  rededications. 


Singles  Ministry  of  First 
Church,  Richland,  will  host  a 
13-week  Divorce  Recovery 
Seminar  for  adults  and  children 
on  Thursday  nights  at  6:30 
p.m.,  beginning  March  16.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
939-1715  or  e-mail  at 
FBCR@iolms.com. 


Neshoba  Church,  Union,  dedication  service 

Neshoba  Church,  Union,  GAs  from  North 
dedicated  its  new  4,500  square  Church  in  McComb, 
foot  educational  building  on  Jan.  first  GA  World 
23.  The  cost  of  the  building  is  Ceremony  on  Feb.  \ 

paid  and  the  church  is  debt  free.  junction - 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  Johnny  with  the 
Collins,  pastor;  Mike  Wells;  Ray  Pike  4 


Knoxo  Church,  Tylertown, 
will  dedicate  its  recently 
remodeled  sanctuary  on  March 
18  at  7  p.m.  The  church  will 
host  the  gospel  music  group, 
The  Chalks  from  Mendenhall. 
Jim  Ennis  is  pastor. 


County 
Missions  on 
Celebration 
event. 
Seated 
(from  left) 
are  Haley 
Stinson, 
Savanna 
Smith,  and 
Reed  West; 
(second 
row)  Kaya 


Boswell;  Lavem  Green;  Allen 
Muse;  Tom  Johnson,  chairman 
of  building  committee;  Terrell 
Winstead;  Annette  Welch;  Vicki 
Keene;  Anne  Vance;  and  Sue 
Lewis,  minister  of  music. 


Baptistries 


■ywnnuwnurffw  Cilorwntcfor 

mmpm  church  products  ourfftecjUlog 

.  •  Steeple*  •  Knr*i9 
I  •  laptistr e*  Window* 

1  •  U9MM  Wa  •  taptrstry  TO  to*  UiC 

Cream  neater*  *rtd*v>r  rxfS4S>J40 


Slonaker, 

Alisha 
G  r  o  t  z  ; 

(third  row) 

Theresa 
Summers 
(older  GA  leader),  Evangline 
Youngblood,  Summer 

Aultman,  Brooke  Flory, 

Katelan  Varnell,  and  Della 
Hamilton  (younger  GA 

leader). 


GAs  of  North  McComb  Church,  McComb 


PASSION  PLAY 
OBERAMMERGAU  -  2000 

(We  have  the  Best  Accommodations  and  Tours) 

Alpine  Highlights  -  Germany,  Austria,  Switzerland 
May  16-26,  June  8-18,  June  27-July  7,  July  4-14,  July  1 1-21 

Imperial  Capitals  -  Munich,  Salzburg,  Vienna,  Budapest, 
Prague,  Cruise  to  Dresden,  Berlin 
June  13-27 

All  Bryan  Tours  stay  in  the  village  of  Oberammergau  in  a  first  class  hotel 

(Only  a  few  spaces  left!) 

Call,  write,  or  fax  for  brochures  and  information: 

Bryan  Tours 

P.O.  Box  5221,  Jackson,  MS  39296 
(601)  981-1345  or  (800)  647-5296  or  Fax  (601)  981-9335 


Michael’s  Watch 


Concord  Church,  Booneville,  culminated  its  yearlong 
Sesquicentennial  celebration  on  Sept.  28  with  the  unveiling  and  ded¬ 
ication  of  its  historic  marker  designed  by  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Archives  and  History.  Pictured  on  the  left  are  Doug  Scally,  great 
grandson  of  Concord's  second  pastor,  Prier  Scally,  and  his  daughter 
Kathleen;  on  the  right  are  pastor  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Walker. 


ton,  but  said,  ""The  Lord  rebuke  you.  ’  - 

Michael’s  Watch  is  a  support 
group  whose  sole  purpose  and 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


mission  is  to  offer  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  support  for  those  whose 
lives  have  been  affected  by  family 
members  or  loved  ones  involved  in 
the  homosexual  lifestyle. 

Michael’s  Watch  Group  meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  each  month  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville, 
Mississippi  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 

Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  First  lantlst 


Southeastern  Bus  Co, 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


E-mail:  bryantours@aol.com 


.vour  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  yQi>hgar  whisp* 
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Lunch  for  program  participants 
(retired  and  stateside  assigned) 


1000  0A70S 

too 

5,1  mii  m 

m  mr;u 

JUNE  5-9 

JUNE  12.-16 

June  19-23 
June  26-30 
JULY3-7 

JULY  10-14 

JULY  17-21 

JULY  24-2$ 

(COMPLETED  CHAPES  3-6) 


Cost:  $110  (includes  registration  fee,  snacks, 
crafts,  lodging,  meals,  and  limited  insurance) 

SCHEDULE:  Registered  campers  will  check  in 
between  9:30  and  11:00  a.m.  each  Monday. 
Campers  are  to  remain  until  NOON  on  Friday. 

NEW  FOR  200011  ACTEENS  CAMP  JULY  17  - 


■§A  MQTHE&/&A  IMHW&  OV&&NI&HT 

□  March  24-25  (Grades  1-6) 

§A  PA  THE®/bAM$HTE8  0¥&®NZWT 

□  April  7-8 

(Check  your  choice.) 

All  overnights  begin  at  5  p.nv  Friday  and  conclude  at  2  p.m.  Saturday. 

Dead  Rne  to  register  is  two  weeks  prior  to  each  event. 

nrent’s  Name _ _ 

laughter's  Name/ Age  _ _ _ — - — 

ddress  _ _ _ _ _ 


State. 


none  number _ 

hurch  Name _ 

mergency  Contact:  Name, 
lumber  attending _ 


Association. 


nergency  uiniuu-  iwk - - - - - m - 

umber  attending _ X  $27.50  =  $ - (total  encased) 

No  reservations  will  be  made  by  phone. 

Groups  wishing  to  bunk  together  must  register  together. 

If  space  is  still  available  after  the  registration  deadline, 
reservations  will  be  received  at  the  cost  of  $32.50  per  person. 
Whenever  possible,  please  send  one  check  for  entire  group.  , 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (fcBCB) 
Send  to:  WMU  -  Mother/Daughter  Overnight  (or  Father /Daughter  ©verm 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


emight) 


Jf  L  So, 

ills  U6  fr*4, 
we  are 
free  inJeeJ 

^olui  8:36 


Olw  Wjonarck  Colony  proudly  pre6enti 
I 'ButterfL  are  free  and  to  are  we! 

y°u  are  co  rliall \  inu  ited 


to  flutter  over  to 
,amp  Cfaraywa  to  attend  the 

Wjiddiddippi  baptist 
Secretaries  Conference 

Jpd  10-11,2000 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the 
Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  MBCB 
1  -800-748-1651  or  601  -968-3800 


‘“Whatever  It  ‘Tales’’ 

‘Emmanuel (Baptist  Church,  Qrenada 

(March  17  - 18,  2000 


Schedule 

(Friday 

1:15p.m.  Session  1  Whatever  It  ‘Takes . .  .To  ‘Be  Like  Jou,  Lord 
5:00  p.m.  Dinner  for  parents  of  missionaries  and  members  of 

the  state  “Executive  Board 

6:15  p.m.  Session  2  Whatever  It  Takes . .  .To  Be  Strong  In  the  Lord 
Saturday 

7:30  a.m.  (Former  Executive  Board  Members  Breakfast 

9:15  a.m.  Session  3  Whatever  It  Takes . .  .To  Take  the  Stand 

Parade  of  i Mission  Organizations: 

M Mission  (Friends,  QAs,  and  Acteens  members  are  invited  to  participate 


9{pon 


and  missionaries 


Pastor 


Wife 


Retreat^ 


August  11-12, 2000  •  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Purpose:  To  provide  a  time  of  encouragement,  inspiration  and  feUowship  for  pastors  and 

retreat  replaces  the  H  Growing  Churches  Conference 


Schedule: 

■  Friday 

2KJ0-5KX)  p.m.  Registration,  recreation  and 
feUowship 

5:30  p.m.  Seafood  Banquet  Dinner 
6:30-1*00  p.m.  Seminar  and  Worship  lime 
900  p.m.  Ice  Cream  and  Fellowship 

Saturday 

7:00  a.m.  Morning  Watch  on  Pier 
7:30  a.m.  Breakfast 

8:30-9‘-30  a.m.  I  Session  for  Pastors  and  Wives 
9-.30-l(H)0  a.m.  Break 

IOHXMliX)  a.m.  n  Session  for  Pastors  and  Wives 
ll:15-noon  Worship 
noon  Lunch 

1:00-2:00  p.m.  Little  Extra  (for  those  who  can  stay) 

Childcare: 

Supervised  care  will  be  made  available  for 
preschoolers,  children  and  youth. 


Reservation  and  Registration: 

•  Participation  is  limited  to  the  first  one 
hundred  (100)  couples  that  register  for  this 
retreat  This  number  is  based  on  the 
available  private  accommodations  at 
Gulfshore.  A  pastor  may  attend  without  his 
wife,  but  will  be  housed  with  other  men  in 
the  remaining  accommodations. 

•  Registration  will  be  accepted  only  after 
March  1.  You  may  use  foe  2000  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly  Information  brochure's 
registration  form  or  register  using  the  form 
below. 

Cost: 

Adults,  $43.50  Children  ages  12  &  up,  $21 
Children  ages  2-11,  $13.35. 

Full  scholarships  for  pastors  are  available,  but  each 
will  be  responsible  for  the  cost  of  his  wife  and/or 
children.  Please  indicate  choice  on  the  registration 
form  below. 


Sponsored  by:  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Dept,  Matt  Buckles,  director 


Name 

Address 

Phone 


. * . REGISTRATION* . 

Pastor  &  Wife  Retreat  •  August  11-12, 2000 


Church 


aty 

.E-mail 


—  Couple  with  Children 

Scholarship  for  pastors  only: _ yes  _ no  ~ 

Please  mail  or  fax  to:  Frank  Simmons,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 
Phone:228-452-7261  Fax:228-452-7263 

Please  include  a  deposit  of  $40  per  person  and  $80  per  family. 

Mastercard  and  Visa  are  accepted. 


2000  State  Bible  Drills 


4/3  Senatobia,  FBC 
Gulfport,  FBC 

4/4  Greenwood,  FBC 
Brookhaven,  FBC 


2:30-4:30  p.m. 
2:30-4:30  p.m. 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 
2:30-4:30  p.m. 


4/6  Tupelo,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

(Churches  outride  Lee,  Pontotoc,  Itawamba,  Union 
and  Tishomingo  Assoc.) 

Tupelo,  Calvary  BC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 
(Churches  inside  Lee,  Pontotoc,  Itawamba,  Union 
and  Tishomingo  Assoc.) 

4 (7  StarfcviMe,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

(Churches  outside  Golden  Triangle  and 


StartcvAa,  Catary  BC  2:304:30  p.m. 


Winston  Assoc.) 


4/8  Clinton,  FBC  9:30-1 1:30  a.m. 

Clinton,  FBC  1:003:00  p.m.  , 

(Churches  inside  Metro,  Rankin  a  Wanen  Assoc.) 
Brandon,  FBC  1:003:00  p.m. 

(Churches  otAsfcte  Metro,  Ranldn  &  Warren 
Assoc.) 

4/10  Meridian,  2:304:30  p.m. 

Poplar  Spgs  Or.  BC 
Petal.  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

PetaJ-Harvey  BC  3  ' 

4/11  Laurel,  FBC  2:904:30  (un.  i 

2000  Selection  Tournaments 

4/15  Alta  Woods  BC 

Youth  Speakers  10:00  a.m. 

Youth  Jr.  High  1:00  p.m. 

Scholarship  2:00  p.m. 

The  Children’s  and  Youth  Church  Paks 

have  been  mailed  to  the  churches  and  the 
associations.  If  you  have  not  receiyed 
yours,  please  contact  the  Disdpieship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  1-601-968-3800. 


^  Gulfshore  Youth  Weeks 

Gulfshore  You*  Weeks  are  a  4-1/2  day  t XU  *£,'  JT  ^  Z°°° 

Bible  Study  and  life  application.  The  worship  experiences  will  Mint  you*  toGod  while  7  <hrough  'Z  opportunities  for  authentic  worship, 

build  relationships  with  God  and  others  *rough family  are  onoouragad  <o  start  and 

in  their  churches,  schools  and  communities.  ecreation  times  They  am  also  equipped  with  vital  tools  needed  to  make  a  difference  for  Christ 

S  CAMP  DATE  CAMP  PASTOR  CAMP  MUSICIANS  I  S®".  a  first  come,  first 

pm  AMP  musicians  served  basis.  Registration  for  Mississippi 

KSfl  May  29 -June  2  Gary  Permenter,  Columbus  Praise  Band  churches  begins  March  1 ,  2000.  Out-of-state 

M  88  880(1  churches  can  register  beginning  April  15,2000. 

U  June2-«  Greg  Wamock,  FBC,  Brookhaven  Praise  Band  toS)™^ 

||fl  June  6 -10  Jon  Daniel,  Monticello  BC  Praise  Band 

mm  June  10 -14  Michael  Kelly,  FBC,  Booneviile  Praisa  Band  w  ^°re '^formation: 

Pi  Praise  Band  Gulfshore  Youth  Weeks  program  information, 

|HS  June  15 -19  Don  Gann,  Wynndale  BC,  Terry  Praise  Band  ’ 

■  ■  7  rraiseoana  Mark  Lott  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3295. 

Wi  June  19 -23  Ken  Hester,  FBC,  Pontotoc  Praise  Band  ^  D 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  reservations  - 

KH  Frank  Simmons  228-452-7261 


I'A'A'A 


New’ 


i  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
l  FOR  ANEW  CENTURY 
I  CURRICULUM  WORKSHOPS 


Sunday  School  for  a  New  Century  will  involve  releasing  new  Bible  study  curriculum  choices 
(available  from  the  Fall  2000  Quarter)  designed  to  assist  churches  as  they  seek  to  see  more  lives 
transformed  through  the  gospel.  Through  these  series  of  workshops  we  will  interpret  and  help 
prepare  your  church  for  these  exciting  changes.  This  conference  is  for  pastors,  staff,  Sunday 
School  directors,  and  key  age  group  leadership. 


Dates 

Sponsoring 
Association /s 

3/14 

Newton 

3/16 

Prentiss  &  Alcorn 

3/16 

Leake 

3/18 

Lee  &  Itawamba 

3/20 

Lauderdale 

3/21 

Lincoln  &  Franklin 

3/23 

Golden  Triangle 

3/23 

Northwest  &  Panola 

3/27  3 

Pike 

3/27 

Washington 

3/28  * 

Union  County 

4/14-15 

State  S  S  Dept. 

5W  ~ 

Jackson 

Location 

Conehatta  Baptist  Church,  Conehatta 
Gaston  Baptist  Church,  Booneville 
West  Carthage  Baptist  Church,  Carthage 
West  Jackson  St.  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 
Westwood  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 
West  End  Baptist  Church,  West  Point 
FBC,  Senatobia 
N.  McComb,  McComb 
Washington  Assodational  Office,  Greenville 
TBA 

Park  Place  Baptist  Chinch,  Brandon 
FBC,  Gautier 


For  more  information,  call  the  State  Sunday  School  Department. 
1-800-748-1651  or  (601)968-3800 


Time 

7:00-9:00  p.m. 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 
9:30-11:30  a.m. 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 
7:00-8:30  p.m. 
6:30-8:30  p.m. 
6:30-8:00  p.m. 
7:00-9:00  p.m.  ’ 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 
5:00  p.m.  -14th 
noon  -  15th 
6:30-8:30  p.m. 


Spring  Family  life 


Hi  Baptist  Church,  Oakland 


Parenting  -  Ron  Mumbowof,  FBC, 
Sponsored  by  North  CanM  Aaaoctaflon  m 
for  more  info  cal  662-2264071) 


Thursday ,  April  20 

Rocky  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Lucadale 
Single  Adults  -  Glenn  Shows,  MBC8 
Senior  Adults  -Ken  Hopkins,  Temple  Baptist 
Church,  Hattiesburg 
Parenting  -  Don  Hicks,  MBC8 
Marriage  -  Cart  Dickerson,  Hattiesburg 
(Sponsored  by  Greene  Association  and  MBCB; 
for  more  info  call  601-947-4981) 


Marriage  Conferences 

•  Marriage  cnncnvnonT 
April  28-29 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  MacKson 
Ron  Mumbower,  Family  Counselor 


Cal  801-853-1090  for  more  information. 


2000  Legal  Issues 
Area  Meetings 

“keeping  your  cburcb 
of  court” 

SITES 

April  17, 2000 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Batesville 
116  Vick  Street 

April  18, 2000 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
3905  8th  Street 

<  SCHEDULE 

8:30  a.m.  Registration 
9:00  Welcome,  Prayer, 

Introductions 

9:10  Session  Begins  - 

12:00  Lunch  at  Church 

1 :00  p.m.  Session  Continues 

3:45  Adjourn 

For  further  information  contact:  Matt  Buckles, 
or  Robin  Nichols  at  1-800-748-1651 
(in  Jackson,  968-3800). 


Purpose:  To  provide  information  on  how  churches  can  carefully  conduct  their  affairs  under  county,  state 
and  national  laws  and  do  so  in  a  manner  that  provides  some  legal  insulation  from  lawsuits. 

Target  audience:  church  business  administrators,  church  staff,  personnel  committee  members,  finance 
committee  members,  church  trustees,  legal  professionals  dealing  with  issues  concerning  liabilities  of 
churches  and  non-profit  organizations. 

Registration  Fee:  $10  per  conferee  (includes  lunch).  The  154-page  notebook  “Keeping  Your  Church 
Out  of  Court”  will  be  available  for  $25.  You  may  e-mail  your  registration  and  pay  at  the  door. 

Keynote  Speakers:  William  R.  Korb,  Jr.,  Sheila  L  Korb,  Michael  V.  Bourland,  all  attorneys  with 
Bourland,  Smith,  Wall  &  Wenzel  law  firm  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  general  counsel  to  Tarrant  Baptist 
Association,  Inc.,  and  trust  and  estate  counsel  to  Baylor  University. 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Complete  this  form,  enclose  your  check,  and  return  to:  Church  Administration- Pastoral  Ministries  Dept. 

P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530;  FAX  1-601-714-7426 
or  e-mail:  mbuckles@mbcb.0r2  or  churchad@bellsouth.net 


Name _ 

Address . 
City/Zip 
Church  _ 


Church  Position 


Association 


Phone 


Check  the  conference  you  will  be  attending: 

□  Batesville  -  April  17,  Panola  Association,  662-563-7439 
□  Meridian  -  April  18,  Lauderdale  Association,  601-483-1419 


Wf  {oa,...  March  10-23,  2000 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-PRAY 


For  (1)  Church  Organists  & 
Church  Pianists  Workshop, 
FBC,  Clinton  (Church  Music), 
(2)  Missionary  Donna  Kirby  in 
Hong  Kong  asks  us  to  pray  for 
a  family  that  does  not  know 
Christ,  a  husband,  .wife  and 
three  children.  Donna  is  also 
nurturing  a  new  believer  who 
needs  to  groJ  spiritually. 


Recently  a  believer  in  Tunisia 
prayed:  'Lord,  give  us  2,000 
families  for  the  year  2000.' 
Please  join  in  praying  that  this 
will  become  a  reality  and  that 
Cod's  Spirit  jwill  pour  out  over 
the  people  of  this  country  as 
never  before  ’-| 


'Reasons  'We  ^\re  Ineffective  -  'The  answer  is  the  presence  anb 
poWer  of  Qob  Which  is  expressed  through  an  intimate  relationship 
With  Jesus  Christ 'beyon'b  the  'Veil  by  ^ Klice  Smith 


Please  pray  for  Christian 
Japanese  business  people  as 
they  meet  monthly  in  small 
groups  across  the  metropolis  of 
Tokyc/Yokohama  area  as  they 
seek  to  be  'light'  and  'salt' 
among  the  lost  in  the  profes¬ 
sional  world  of  japan. 


For  (1 )  State  Youth  Choir 
Festival,  FBC,  Madison  (Church 
Music),  (2)  WMU  Annual 
Meeting,  Emmanuel  BC, 
Grenada  (WMU),  (3)  African 
American  Church  Leadership 
Institute,  Solid  Rock  BC, 
Greenville  (Strategic  Initiatives). 


For  (1 )  Chuch  Weekday  Education 
Clinic,  FBC,  Jackson  (Disdpieship  & 
Family  Ministry),  (2)  A  team  minetr- 
ing  in  a  Last  Frontier  nation  has 
beoome  very  rfcmuragBd  because 
some  Joey  membescf  the  team  have 
had  to  lease  tie  county.  Ask  God  to 
raise  ip  a  leader  wfoocSuld  provide  a 
dear  sense  of  direction  lor  the  team. 


Chang  Soo  Choi  is  a  Messenger  of  the 
Word  at  Omaha  Korean  Baptist 
Chuch  in  Bellevue,  Nebr.  Chang  Soo 
writes  sermons  in  Engjidi  and  Korean 
on  the  Internet  FYay  that  God  will 
bless  this  mirittiry *>  that  marry  will  be 
blessed  in  leading  (he  sermons  and 
responding  tothem.  fray  for  Chang 
Soo  who  possfcly  has  glaucoma. 


YOUNG  MUSICIANS'  CAMPS  2000 


tfhurok  fa.6t'ftt/es  fyy  or/i&kop 


For  those  who  have  completed  grades  4-6  by  June 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  June  23-27 
Cost:  $132.50 

Register  through  Gulfshore:  (228)  452-7261 


April  13,  2000 
8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Country  Woods  Baptist  Church 
6737  SiweURoad  j 
Jackson,  Mississippi 
371-7955 

The  conference  is  for  pastors,  staff  members 
building  committees,  long-range  planning 
committees,  business  administrators  and 
maintenance/property  personnel. 


Guest  Director: 
Wayne  Causey 
Minister  of  Music 
Forest  Hills  Baptist  Church 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


Please  complete  the  registration  form  below  and  mail. 
E-mail  or  fax  to: 

Keith  Gordon,  Church  Building  Services 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  NS  39205 
Pax  number:  601-714-7426,  E-mail:  kgordonOmbcb.org 


Learn  about 


Blue  Mountain  College,  July  24-28 
Cost:  $1 00 

Register  through  Church  Music  Dept.,  MBCB 


God's  Wonderful  World 

featuring 


Church  Facilities  Workshop 
April  13,  2000 
Registration  Form 

Corti  $10  per  pcnoa  (Includes  hack) 


Worship  services 

Music  and  spiritual  emphasis 
classes 


Guest  Director- 
Nan  Grantham 
Preparatory  Choir  Director 
Houston  Children’s  Chorus 
Houston,  Texas 


Choir  rehearsals 


Marne: 


Address: 


Crafts 


Faculty  features 


God  is  pouring  out  blessings  at  these  camps.  Music 
touches  the  soul  like  no  other  medium,  and  children  are 
very  receptive  to  God  through  music.  Be  a  part  of  a  Young 
Musicians’  camp  in  2000.  Registration  opens  March  1 . 
Come,  expecting  a  blessing.  For  more  information,  call  the 
Church  Music  Department,  MBCB,  at  1-800-748-1651. 


Phone: 


Swimming 

Concert  of  camp  music  on 
last  evening 


Church/Vendor. 


Amount  Enclosed:  $. 


|Home  Missions  Day  in  Sunday 
/School  (SS  Emphasis),  larpes 
Moore  is  a  church  planter,  pas- 
toring  the  Smyrna  Baptist 
.  Church  in  Smyrna.  Pray  that  as 
they  continue  to  reach  out  into 
the  community  they  will 
strongly  impact  the  community 
for  the  Lord.  ***m 

Children  ages  five  to  1 3  have  a 
j  32%  probability  of  accepting 
s  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Savior.  TJie 
probability  of  accepting  Christ 
:  drops  to  4%  for  those  1 4  to  1 8. 
Those  older  than  18  have  a  6%  j 
probability.  These  stats  make 
us  realize  mare  than  ever  our 
desperate  need  to  pray. 

.  ISC  workers  John  and  |oy 

McCall  serve  in  Bonne  Fin, 
s  s 

Haiti,  where  John  is  a  pharma¬ 
cist  at  Hospital  Lumiere.  A 
i  patient,  formerly  involved  in 

L  magic,  saw  the  "leste"  film, 
accepted  Christ  and  led  four 
'  others  to  Christ.  Pray  for  his 
physical  &  spiritual  protection. 

Pray  for  thousands  of  Chinese  < 
children  abandoned  every  year  ; 
j  because  of  the  government's 
one-child  policy.  Give  thanks 

1  for  humanitarian  groups  pro¬ 
viding  temporary  homes  for 
these  orphaned  children  and 
for  adoptive  patents  who  accept 
these  children  into  their  homes. 

Alcohol  &  Oug  Abuse  frevwbon 
Sunday  (Christian  Action  Commission 
Emphasis).  The  Ethics  and  Religiois 
Lbeity  Commission  of  tie  SBC  has 
produced  a  pledge  caid  to  caR  lb  back 
to  our  historic  Baptist  oommitoient  to 
total  abstinence  fcm  aioohoKc  bever¬ 
ages  and  any  illegal  stfostance.  Pray 
(hat  many  will  make  the  commitment 

Please  intercede  on  behalf  of 
the  many  Turkish  Cypriots  who 
:  live  in  London.  There  are  less 
than  20  known  followers  of 

Jesus  among  this  group.  Pray 
especially  for  *T"  and  a  “Y" ,  a 
Christian  Turkish  Cyppot  cou¬ 
ple,  that  they  will  be  able  to 
carry  the  gospel  to  their  people. 

Missionaries  )eff  and  Renee  Hale  write: 
t  is  a  dy  season  in  AJIada,  Benin. 

We  have  not  had  water  service  since 
Dec.  30."  When  they  can  find  water, 

(he  women  and  children  must  wait  to 
the  other  side  oftowa  buy  water  at 
dtxfole  the  normal  prio$  and  cany  it 
hade  home,  flay  that  water  will  come 
in  quiddy  and  in  abundance. 

1 

MKs  (missionary  kids)  some¬ 
times  must  be  separated  from 
their  families  in  order  to  get  an 
:  education.  Pray  for  wisdom  for 
the  new  couple  of  the  MK 

Home  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  seek¬ 
ing  to  make  it  a  "home  away 
from  home*  for  the  high  school 
students  who  will  live  there. 

1 

m 


H 


m 


I 


We’re  serious 
about  the  Word 


r  .h 


The  Boyce  College  offers 
the  B.A.,  B.S.  and  A  .A.  degrees 
to  God -called  men  and  women 
with  these  distinctives:  . 

•  Confessional.  Committed  to  historic 
Baptist  convictions 

•  Focused.  Provides  classical  biblical 
and  theological  studies 

•  Relevant.  Addresses  worldview 
issues  of  the  21st  century 

•  Practical.  Dedicated  to  local  church 
ministry,  evangelism,  and  biblical 
preaching  and  teaching 


James  R  Boyce  College  of  the  Bible 

a  school  of  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
2825  Lexington  Road  •  Louisville;  Kentucky  40280 
1  800  728-7044  •  Vo rt  at  as  (he  web:  www.sbts.edu 
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Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  roof 
&  electric  step. 

Vwte*- 

Ctf  IHSMi  Vkn  ft  Bus 

BUSES!  VANS!  PE 
wwwtn- stalei 

Today!  1-#XXi30-3622 

OPLE  MOVERS! 
ranbus.com 

1 


The  Coggins  and  Tageant 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

lJ  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan  Call  texiay  for  free  information: 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  jn  r*  f  lUfiitfl: 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Ambulance.  k  4  4  1  '  *'  ^  !  1 

□  Medicare  Supplement  Insurance  Marketing 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates!  *  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

□  Long-term  Nursing  Care  -« .onfUGRru^nR 

Also  available  Home  Health  Care!  1  pUU-g8U-Z3U5 


□  Final  Expense  Burial  Plan 

Affordable  Senior  Life  Protection 


Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
and  on  disability 
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Marvin  Plunkett  was  hon¬ 
ored  with  a  plaque  for  more 
than  40  years  of  service  to  the 


church  music  pro¬ 
gram  at  Williams- 
ville  Church/ 

_  Kosciusko. 

Sfl  Pictured 


Hubbard, 
minister  of 
music  and 
students. 


Hubbard  and  Plunkett 


Hickory  Church,  Newton 

Association,  licensed  Hal 
Etheridge  (right)  to  the  min¬ 
istry  on  Jan.  23,  Baptist  Men's 
Day.  Etheridge  brought  the 
message  and  was  presented 
with  his  license  by  Rodney 
Anderson  (left),  pastor. 
Etheridge  is  available  for  sup¬ 
ply  preaching  and  can  be 
reached  at  (601)  646-2765. 


Louise  Koonce  was 
honored  with  a  plaque 
and  lunch  for  her  14 
years  of  service  as  secre¬ 
tary,  clerk,  and  treasurer 
at  New  Hope  Church, 
Coffeeville.  She  is  pic¬ 
tured  with  her  husband 
Jimmy  Koonce. 


Ordination  services  were  held  at  Easthaven  Church;  Br< 


Ordination  services  were  held  at  Easthaven  Church;  Brookhaven, 
on  Feb.  20.  Ordained  to  the  ministry  were  (from  left)  Phil  Turner, 
church  administrator,  Easthaven  Church;  Mitchell  Smith,  music  min¬ 
ister  at  Carmel  Church,  Monticello;  Thad  Owens  Jr.,  associate  pas¬ 
tor,  Easthaven;  and  Mike  Foster,  associate  pastor  and  minister  of 
youth  at  First  Church,  Amite,  La.  Bendon  Ginn  is  pastor. 


Jackson  Assoc, 
sets  missions 
opportunities 

Backyard  Bible  Club  format 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  AOS  ACCEPTED. 


James  and  Irene 
Pollard  were  honored 
for  40  years  of  service  as 
treasurer  of  Fellowship 
Church,  Choctaw 
Association.  Pictured 
with  the  Pollards  is 
William  Reaves,  pastor. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  CROWING  CHURCH  SEEKS  full- 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  time  minister  of  music  and  youth, 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583.  Send  resume  to:  First  Baptist 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  Church  of  Longville,  P.O.  Box  88, 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and  Longville,  LA  70652,  Attn: 

panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates.  Personnel  Committee. _ 

Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601)  A  SHELTER  FOR  ABUSED  CHILDREN 

948-3391.  Since  1965. _  needs  a  live-in  couple  for  a  21  day 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  shift  to  parent  up  to  12  children, 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained  Support  staff  and  benefits.  Send 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970.  resume  to:  Sunshine  Shelter,  409  N. 
MIN  OF  MUSIC  new  to  Jackson  seeks  Union  Street,  Natchez,  MS  39121. 
work.  FT/PT/supply/revivals.  Eight  WANTED:  MISSIONARY-MINDED 
years  experience.  Excellent  refer-  COUPLE  to  serve  the  Lord  in  a  home 

ences.  Call  601-206-1163. _  caring  for  children  needing  a  place  to 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  live.  This  evangelical  organization 
NEEDED  Prefer  someone  beginning  has  been  meeting  the  physical,  emo- 
seminary  this  summer  or  fall.  Hillcrest  tfonal,  and  spiritual  needs  of  children 
Baptist  Church,  Franklinton,  La.  for  103  years.  Not  a  behavior  modi- 
Phone  504-839-4703. _  fication  facility.  Competitive  salary 


used  at  apartment  complexes 
and  in  Bovs  and  Girts  Club  set¬ 
tings.  Additional  opportunities 
include  serving  at  seamen's 
centers  and  local  soup 


The  Pollards  and  Reaves 


music. 


First,  Tunica:  March  26-29; 
evening  services  at  7  p.m.;  noon 
services,  Mon.-Wed.,  with  lunch 
provided;  Jay  Richardson, 
Greenville,  evangelist^  Danny 
Brock,  Brandon,  music;  Danny 
Smith,  pastor. 

Concord  (Yazoo):  March  12- 
15;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered  dish 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

Send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Eastwood  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  466,  Indianola,  MS 
38751.  Call  601-887-4404. 
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CHURCHES  AUTONOMOUS  risks.  Believe  me,  I  know!  The  his¬ 
toric  SBC  church  that  l  pastor  must 
Editor:  now  meet  in  homes  as  a  result  of  the 

As  a  Southern  Baptist  abrogation  of  such  supposed  bind- 
Convention  (SBC)  mission-  ing  agreements  by  our  framer  sporv 
ary/pastor  for  nearly  27  years,  I  soring  church,  while  our  new  build- 
read  with  interest  the  recent  let¬ 
ters  regarding  a  "church  prop¬ 
erty  revert  clause"  which  is 
becoming  a  practice  in  some 
areas.  Southern  Baptists  have 
always  believed  the  Bible 
teaches  the  autonomy  of  the 
local  congregation  of  believers. 

This  supports  God's  principal 
of  voluntary  cooperation  tnat 
he  has  used  to  bless  us  in  his 
Kingdom  work.  Local  churches 
mentioned  in  the  New 
Testament  cooperated  together 
voluntarily  and  were  not  sub¬ 
servient  in  any  way  to  any 
other  local  church.  One  churcn 
could  recommend  to  another 
but  had  no  power  to  coerce. 

Thus,  a  congregation  that 
constitutes  into  an  autonomous 
church  ought  to  be  granted  the 

full  rights  of  any  otner  church;  Love  Waits  (TLW)  signs 
otherwise,  we  physically  create  displayed  in  church  members' 
hire  of  \ 


students  who  hold  to  God's  the  Baptist  Building  recently. 

When  our  church  was  totally 
destroyed  by  fire  on  February 
14, 1  called  our  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  George  Smith,  to  see  if  a 
mobile  chapel  might  be  avail¬ 
able  for  our  temporary  use. 

He  immediately  contacted 
Don  Wilson,  director  of  the 
strategic  initiatives  depart¬ 
ment,  who  processed  our 
request.  On  February  15, 
Wilson  called  and  confirmed 
that  a  mobile  chapel  will  be  on 
site  for  us  by  Feb.  24. 


The  results  have  been  signifi¬ 
cant.  Dramatic  changes  nave 
been  documented  in  national 
trends  in  teenage  pregnancies, 
sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
and  sexual  activity.  Young  peo¬ 
ple  are  looking  to  God's  Word 
for  solutions  and  finding  ways 
to  transform  their  culture. 

The  first  TLW  commitment  Additional  calls  from  Jim 
cards  were  displayed  in  the  Didlake  and  others  at  the 
summer  of  1994  at  the  Orlando  Baptist  Building  guided  us  to 
Convention  Center.  On  June  13,  additional  resources  available. 
2000,  TLW  yard  signs  will  be  When  something  like  this 
displayed  at  the  convention  happens,  we  are  reminded  of 
center.  The  goal  is  to  display  a  how  blessed  we  are  to  have  the 
Editor:  yard  sign  from  every  church  Cooperative  Program. 

Once  again  on  Valentine's  that  has  participated  in  TLW.  Thank  you,  Mississippi 
Day,  young  people  across  The  signs  will  include  signa-  Baptists!  Shiloh  Church  will 
America  expressed  their  com-  tures  of  students  in  each  church  continue  to  be  a  contributing 
mitment  to  remain  sexually  who  have  made  a  commitment  partner.  We  ask  for  your 
abstinent  until  marriage.  True  to  sexual  purity.  prayers  as  we  seek  God's  lead- 

Love  Waits  (TLW)  signs  were  Order  your  yard  sign  from  ership  in  beginning  again, 
displayed  in  church  members'  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  at  Doug  Warren,  pastor 

an  unbiblical  picture  of  what  a  yards  in  many  locations  (800)  458-2772,  and  obtain  sig-  Columbus 

ii  throughout  the  nation  to  natures  of  students  partidpat- 

remina  the  world  that  there  are  ing  in  TLW.  Mail  your  sign  to 

_  arrive  by  June  1  to  David  Flatt, 

minister  of  youth.  Parkway 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


SUPPORT  TLW 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


church  really  is. 

I  know  mat  there  are  certain 


EMMAUS  NO  SECRET 


Baptist  Church,  9000  Lake  Editor: 

Underhill  Road,  Orlando,  FL  I  am  writing  this  in  response  to 

32825.  the  artide  in  The  Baptist  Record 

Let's  show  our  young  people  the  week  of  January  13  concem- 
we  believe  in  the  stand  they  are  ing  the  Cursillo,  Emma  us,  and 
taking  for  sexual  abstinence  Tres  Dias  movements, 
until  marriage.  These  spiritual  renewal 

James  T.  Draper,  Jr.,  pres.  weekends  are  just  what  they 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  say  they  are  —  spiritual  renew- 
Nashville  al.  Notning  more,  nothing  less. 

Thfere  are  no  secrets  being  kept 
THANKS  FOR  RESPONSE  from  anyone.  Anyone  is  invited 

to  attend.  Because  of  the  spiri- 
Editor:  tualness  of  the  weekend  it's  an 

We  at  Shiloh  Church,  experience  that  can't  be  put 
Vaiden,  want  to  express  our  into  words  —  only  felt, 
deep  appreciation  for  the  It  has  been  a  life  changing 
prompt  response  we  received  experience  for  me.  I  challenge 
from  the  assodation  office  and  anyone  with  any  doubts  about 

these  weekends  to  go  and  see 
what  happens! 

As  for  cautioning  Baptists 

|f#  attend,  all  I  can  say  is  this 

1%.  Baptist  went  and  felt  the  pres- 


Interested  In  Health  Professions? 
Exploring  Career  Opportunities? 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


Ottering  baccalaureate  degrees  in 
Nursing,  Respiratory  Care,  and 
Radiological  Sciences 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


Day,  evening  and  weekend 
schedules  available 


ence  of  God  and  know  the 
changes  in  my  life.  I  challenge 
all  Baptists  to  get  off  your 
blessed  assurances  and  help  to 
change  this  world  for  the  Lord 
as  you  have  been  told  to  do  and 
stop  criticizing  those  who  are 
trying  to  do  something  about  it. 

Brenda  Pollard 

Pearl 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed,  to  that  effect. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Thursday,  March  30 

6:30  p.m.  Registration 
7:00  p.m.  Program 

Saturday,  April  8 

9:30  a.m.  Registration 
10:00  a.m.  Program 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Call  Todaj^^  (800)  370-6180 


LifeWay  Discount 
1 5  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


1003  Monroe  Ave.,  Memphis,  TN  38104 


Since  1953 


Please  RSVP:  (901)  227-4330  or  1-800-796-7171 
Visit  our  website  at  www.bchs.edu 


Available  in  20’  to  Jr  models 
(12  to  47  passengers,  New  &  Used) 


1-M»SS1-M79 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  MIX  SOM  PWE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37415, 
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Annuity  Board  plan  drawing  mixed  reviews 


Church,  Euless,  Texas. 

Personal  investing  opportunities  for 
participants  refers  to  the  ability  of  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor,  staff  member,  or 
denominational  worker  (or  the  spouse)  to 
invest  over  and  above  the  amounts  that  can 


E,  Term.  (BP)  —  The  Executive  servants,"  Hawkins  said, 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  The  board's  current  ministry  assign- 
BC)  approved  -changes  to  the  ments  include  retirement  plans,  life  and 
i  (AB)  mission  statement  and  health  coverage,  risk  management  pro- 
its  ministry  assignments  to  grams,  and  relief  programs.  The  two  new 

>nal  investing  for  Southern  ministry  assignments  would  provide  cur-  -  ...  ,  ,.  ,  ,  , 

;rs  and  church  employees.  rent  participants  with  more  opportunities  go  into  a  traditional  retirement  plan,  hoard 
>osed  changes  must  be  to  achieve  an  adequate  retirement  income,  officials  explained.  The  investment  tunas 
nessengers  at  the  SBC  annual  board  officials  said,  and  allow  the  board  to  for  personal  investing  will  use  the  same 
rte  in  Orlando,  Fla.  Executive  work  in  cooperation  with  the  Southern  investment  guidelines  adopted  by  the 
proval,  and  other  mostly  rou-  Baptist  Foundation  and  Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board  trustees, 
actions,  came  during  its  Feb.  state  foundations  to  meet  investment  needs 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.  of  Southern  Baptist  organizations. 

>  the  Annuity  Board's  mission  The  vote  by  the  Executive  Committee 
lich  also  include  institutional  followed  months  of  negotiations  between 
management  services  for  staffs  and  legal  counsel  of  the  Executive 
Dtist  organizations,  clarifies  Committee,  the  Annuity  Board,  and  other 
esponsibilities  "to  assist  the  entities. 

other  denominational  entities  Two  Executive  Committee  members 

variable  retirement  plan  ser-  raised  concerns  during  the  discussion  peri- 
1  health  coverage,  risk  man-  od.  Both  Steven  D.  Boyd,  pastor  of 
;rams,  and  personal  and  insti-  Simpsonville  (Ky.)  Church,  and  W.  Ted 
tment  programs."  Kersh,  pastor  of  Village  Church,  Oklahoma 

ins.  Annuity  Board  president  City,  said  they  were  concerned  that  in  the 
xecutive  officer,  said,  "We  negotiations  prior  to  the  Executive 
e  opportunity  to  expand  our  Committee  action  some  state  convention 
those  we  serve.  Southern  officials'  concerns  about  the  matter  were 
e  always  responded  to  the  not  given  proper  consideration.  However, 
e  who  serve  our  Lord.  neither  Boyd  nor  Kersh  offered  any  amend- 

establishment  of  the  Relief  ments  to  tne  proposed  recommendation.  rials  said 
Board  (in  1918]  to  the  addi-  The  recommendation  passed  over- 

and  medical  products,  the  whelmingly  although  several  negative 
rd  has  met  the  challenge  to  votes  were  heard  in  the  voice  vote  request- 
>ducts  and  services  that  ed  by  Claude  Thomas,  Executive  after  reaching 
financial  security  of  Baptist  Committee  chairman  and  pastor  of  First  vl-l -  V 


Widows  called 
to  AB  prayer 
initiative 


The  other  new  ministry  assignment 
offers  the  Annuity  Board's  institutional 
investment  management  services  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foundation  and  state 
Baptist  foundations  (or  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions  where  no  foundation  exists). 

"The  Annuity  Board  would  like  the 
opportunity  to  work  in  cooperation  with 
Baptist  foundations,"  said  Roddy 
Cummins,  executive  officer  for  invest¬ 
ments.  "We  believe  this  cooperation  could 
enhance  the  ministries  of  Baptist  founda¬ 
tions  as  they  utilize  our  investment  ser¬ 
vices  and  see  us  as  a  viable  alternative  to 
secular  investment  providers." 

The  Annuity  Board  would  not  offer 
estate  planning  services  or  assume  any 
roles  currently  held  by  foundations,  offi- 

"The  Annuity  Board  is  not  proposing  to 
overlap  any  of  the  ministries  of  the  Baptist 
foundations  and  will  only  offer  its  services 
j  a  cooperative  agreement 
with  each  foundation/  Cummins  said. 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  Annuity 
Board  (AB)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  launching 
a  nationwide  "Widows'  Might" 
prayer  initiative  to  focus  on  the 
work  of  Southern  Baptist  orga¬ 
nizations.  The  prayer  effort  will 
begin  on  April  1 . 

Drawing  upon  its  annuitant 
rolls,  widows  are  being  asked 
to  set  aside  time  to  pray  daily 
for  specific  needs  related  to 
Southern  Baptists'  world  mis¬ 
sions  ministries,  theological 
education  ministries,  Christian 
ethics  and  religious  liberty  min¬ 
istries,  and  facilitating  ministries 
including  the  Annuity  Board 
and  the  Executive  Committee. 
Also  targeted  are  church 


Christian  singer  shares  struggle  with  pornography 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  It  Crosse  grew  up  in  Memphis,  That  mom 
ippened  when  he  was  in  fourth  Tenn.,  in  a  Christian  home.  He  line  flight  in 
aae.  Clay  Crosse  was  at  a  accepted  Christ  at  the  age  of  13  returning  fix 
out  after  in  a  Southern  Baptist  church  and  in  Seattle  ai 
was  active  in  his  youth  group  home  to  Nai 
through  high  school  and  college,  him  time  to  n 

_ _  _  yesterday.  "My  Outside  their  home,  Crosse  the  secret  sin 

friend's  dad  had  these  magazines  experienced  his  first  brush  with  "(On)  th 
and  we  looked  at  them.  It  was  pornography.  made  it  so  ( 

amazing  to  me.  It  was  shocking.  I  "It  got  to  the  point  in  1998  way  up  in 
was  just  a  kid,  and  I  knew  that  I  when  I  knew  I  had  a  problem.  I  down  on  m 
wasn't  supposed  to  be  looking  at  had  to  be  broken.  It  was  a  slap  had  stepped 
this  stuff,  out  I  did,"  Crosse  said,  in  the  face  to  realize  that  in  this  and,  was  ol 
That  afternoon,  visions  of  area  of  my  life,  I  was  a  joke."  life,"  he  said 
pornography  were  burned  into 
nis  eyes,  and  more  than  20 
years  later,  the  popular 
Christian  musician  discovered 
his  ministry  and  his  relation¬ 
ships  were  becoming  clouded 
by  a  sin  that  he  kept  hidden 
from  the  world.  Now,  Crosse 
said  it's  time  to  share  his  strug- 

fle  with  pornography  to  the 
ody  of  Christ. 

"It's  been  heavy  on  my 
heart,"  Crosse  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Baptist  Press.  "I'm 
not  the  kind  or  guy  who  can  be 
a  public  figure  and  put  on  a 
happy  face  when  something  is 
so  pressing  on  my  heart.  So  I 
just  want  to  be  honest." 

Dealing  with  pornography  is 
not  an  easy  topic  to  address 
with  believers,  especially  when 
it  involves  one's  personal 
struggle,  Crosse  said.  And 
while  he  wasn't  addicted  to 
pom,  Crosse  said  it  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  that  many  men  deal  with 
—  and  one  that  can  be  over¬ 
come  "with  God's  strength  and 
support  in  our  lives." 

To  understand  how  God 
released  Crosse  from  his  secret 
sin,  he  said  it  was  important  to 
understand  his  story  from  the 


retired  ministers  are  also  a  focus 
erf  the  prayer  effort. 


A  note  from  a  widow  in 
Kansas  attached  to  a  volunteer 
form  said,  "I  may  not  be  able 
to  see,  but  I  still  have  a  line 
open  to  the  heavenly  Father." 


mend's  house  hanging 
school.  Crosse  said  he  remem¬ 
bered  the  events  of  that  afternoon 
like  it 


Another  volunteer  from 
Texas  wrote,  'There  is  little  I 
can  do  to  serve  our  Lord 
except  to  pray  for  those  who 


are  at  work  in  the  fields.  The 
Widows'  Might  seems  to  go 
along  with  a  part  of  my  pre¬ 
sent  calling  as  I  interpret  God's 
leadership." 


From  Arkansas,  a  widow 
replied,  "It  will  be  my  joy  to 
give  something  back  in  prayer 


—  for  all  you  and  God  have 
given  me." 


Aon  MjjJaner,  Ph  D.  W  ym 

Ministam  Counseling  e  r 

First  Cmrch,  Jackson 

My  wife’s  spending  (all  our  when  she  does  the  right  thing,  son  about  this,  and  talk  with 
cash,  plus  overdrafts  at  the  bank  Establish  common  goals,  his  coaches  as  well.  Seize  this 
and  credit  cards  charged  to  the  because  if  there  are  no  goals  opportunity  to  teach  your  son 
max)  is  ruining  our  marriage.  How  there  is  no  purpose.  Pray  about  to  be  a  good  "filter"  of  what  is 
do  I  handle  the  resentment I  feel?  this  for  her,  and  with  her.  Let  going  on  around  1pm  —  a  skill 

the  Holy  Spirit  deal  with  her  as  mat  will  come  in  very  handy 
Resentment  is  a  cancer  that  you  become  more  focused  on  in  his  life.  You  can  model  how 
will  destroy  you,  in  that  noth-  doing  the  right  thing  rather  he  can  be  "in  the  world"  and 
ing  is  done  and  the  problem  than  being  her  conscience.  The  still  be  able  to  deal  with  that 
continues..  As  you  become  Holy  Spirit  can  do  a  much  bet-  which  is  pot  complementary 
angrier  and  more  withdrawn,  ter  job  than  we  can!  of  his  Christian  lifestyle,  val- 

she  will  fill  the  void  with  more  ♦ues,  and  morals.  Removing 

spending.  Have  you  thought  of  him  from  the  team  will  not 

taking  your  name  off  joint  My  son  loves  sports,  but  he  is  solve  the  problem*  especially  if 
accounts  and  letting  her  deal  exposed  to  horrible  language  from  he  enjoys  the  sport.  Be  careful 
with  the  consequences  of  her  his  coaches.  Part  of  me  wants  to  that  you  do  not  create  resent- 
decisions?  Consult  a  budget  pull  him  off  the  team,  but  l  don't  ment.  Choose  a  direction  that 
specialist  or  your  banker;  a  tac-  want  to  teach  him  to  be  a  quitter,  will  help  everyone  see  your 
tic  stronger  man  simple  discus-  What  should  I  do?  Christianity  in  action.  Let  the 

sion  may  be  necessary  for  her  head  coach  know  of  your  con- 

to  see  she  has  a  problem.  Look  Using  such  language  is  cems  and  make  him  a  part  of 
for  ways  to  encourage  her  inappropriate.  Talk  with  your  the  process  as  well. 


Included  in  the  materials 
being  sent  to  all  volunteers  are 
a  prayer  resource  kit  and  a 
replica  of  the  widow's  mite.  In 
addition,  a  call  to  prayer  sheet 
targeting  specific  prayer  needs 


for  the  quarter  will  be  sent  to 
each  volunteer. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  AB  at  (800)  262-0511 . 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


beginning. 
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Heart  of  harmony 

1  Corinthians  2:l-3:3 


Neel  Grantham 


You  have  heard  the  expres¬ 
sion  "the  heart  of  the  matter." 


Revealed  to  the  church 
is  a  message  of  love 
and  hope.  Paul 
declared  the  message 


Grantham 


sion  me  neart  or  me  matter.  declared  me  message 
Today,  think  of  this  in  terms  of  was  simply,  "Jesus  Christ  and 
what  is  at  the  heart  of  all  we  do  him  crucified."  He  didn't  trv  to 


as  the  church.  The  heart  of  the 
matter  should  be  to  carry  out 
the  Spirit-revealed  redemptive 
work  and  purpose  of  God.  This 
is  the  heart  of  harmony  as  well. 
As  we  work  together  to  main¬ 
tain  our  focus,  we  will  see  a 
unity  and  harmony  develop. 
Unfortunately,  many  churches 
have  lost  sight  of  God's 
redemptive  work.  We  must 
return  to  that  purpose. 

Revealed  message  (2:1-2, 4-5). 


use  fancy  words  or  eloquent 
speech  to  persuade.  Instead,  he 
cfepended  on  God's  power  to 
reveal  the  message.  As  we 
preach  Christ  from  the  pulpit 
or  share  Christ  in  the  borne, 
neighborhood,  workplace,  or 
marketplace,  we  too  must  rely 
totally  on  the  "demonstration" 
of  the  Spirit's  power. 

So,  do  we  now  relax  in  our 
sermon  preparation  or  in  learn¬ 
ing  how  better  to  share  Jesus? 


No.  We  must  learn  to 
pray  in  the  Spirit's 
power,  study  in  the 
Spirit's  power,  and 
preach  and  share  in  the 
Spirit's  power. 

Revealed  wisdom 
(2:6-12).  There  are  two 
kinds  of  wisdom  to 
which  Paul  refers.  First, 
am  there  is  man's  wisdom 
(2:5).  It  is  the  wisdom  of  this 
age  and  of  this  world.  It  is  the 
wisdom  of  popular  opinion 
and  practice.  Too  many  believ¬ 
ers  rely  on  this  wisdom. 

Second,  there  is  God's  wis¬ 
dom.  It  is  a  secret  to  the  world 
because  they  cannot  understand 
it.  The  preaching  of  the  cross 
(1:18)  and  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
(2:14)  are  foolishness  to  the 
world.  That  is  why  we  must  be 
like  Paul  and  not  use  gimmicks 
or  trickery  to  share  Christ.  Let 
us  rely  on  the  wisdom  and 


power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Revealing  spirit  (2:13,  15- 
16).  These  verses  should  be 
somewhat  of  a  relief  to  many 
believers.  When  we  preach, 
teach,  or  share  Jesus,  we  do  not 
have  to  rely  on  our  own  wis¬ 
dom  and  abilities,  nor  should 
we.  The  Spirit  of  truth  will 
guide  us  into  all  truth  (John 
16:13).  He  will  teach  us  all 
things  and  remind  us  of  all 
Jesus  said  (John  14:26).  He  does 
this  as  we  pray,  listening  to  his 
voice.  He  teaches  us  as  we 
study  the  Bible  diligently  and 
faithfully.  Having  the  Spirit  of 
the  resurrected  Christ  dwelling 
in  us,  we  have  the  mind  of 
Christ.  This  should  stir  us  to 
spend  more  time  with  God 
each  and  every  day.  Jesus  said 
we  should  abide  in  him  and  he 
in  us,  and  that  apart  from  him 
we  can  do  nothing.  (John  15:5). 

Frank  Pollard  once  described 


the  body  of  a  chicken  with  his 
head  cut  off.  The  body  still  has 
activity,  but  it  is  activity  which 
leads  to  death.  We  are  the  body 
of  Christ,  but  if  we  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  Jesus  is  the  nead, 
we  will  be  a  body  full  of  activi¬ 
ty  which  leads  to  death.  We 
must  let  Jesus  be  die  head  of  our 
churches.  We  should  see  the 
world  through  his  eyes.  When 
we  can  do  that  there  will  be  no 
time  for  divisions  in  the  church. 
Pride  will  no  longer  be  an  issue. 
We  will  see  others  as  more 
important  than  ourselves. 

The  heart  of  harmony  is  hav¬ 
ing  the  heart  of  Christ.  We  need 
to  recommit  ourselves  to  his 
lordship.  His  heart  was  that  of  a 
servant.  He  came  "to  seek  and  to 
save  that  which  was  lost."  After 
all  is  said  and  done,  isn't  that 
really  the  heart  of  the  matter? 

Grantham  is  pastor  of  Pineview 
Church,  Clinton. 


Life  and  Work 

The  world's  destiny 
and  the  Lord's  victory 

Revelation  12:1-5,  7-12, 17 


By  Michael  Jones _ 

For  some  people,  the  idea 
that  there  is  a  real  being  who  is 
the  personification  of  evil  —  a 
real  devil  —  is  beyond  belief. 
For  those  of  us  who  know 
Christ  as  Lord  and  accept  the 
testimony  of  scripture,  there  is 
no  doubt  as  to  the  reality  of 
Satan.  These  verses  in  Rev.  12 
present  an  incredible  story  of  a 
cosmic  conflict,  a  drama  of 
redemption.  It  begins  with  the 
recognition  of  the  cast  of  this 
drama,  with  a  focus  on  the 
antagonist  —  Satan. 

Satan  is  Christ's  enemy  (w. 
1-5).  A  woman  expecting  a 
child  and  a  great  red  dragon 


with  a  terrifying 
appearance  standing  Jones 
by  ready  to  devour 
the  child  at  birth,  is  a  symbolic 
word  picture  of  the  redemption 
story.  It  is  obvious  that  the  child 
is  Christ,  God  in  the  flesh.  He 
has  come  to  offer  himself  as  an 
atoning  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of 
humanity.  Satan  wants  to 
destroy  God's  redemption 
before  it  ever  gets  started. 

Matthew's  Gospel  tells  how 
Mary,  Joseph,  and  the  baby 
Jesus,  had  to  slip  out  of  town  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  to 
escape  the  fury  of  Herod, 
whose  soldiers  fell  on  the 
unsuspecting  Bethlehem  in  the 
darkness  and  slaughtered 


untold  numbers  of  baby 
boys  in  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  kill  the  Christ 
child.  From  the  begin-  ' 
ning,  Satan  and  his  min¬ 
ions  have  been  the  enemy 
of  Christ. 

Satan  is  defeated  (w. 
7-12).  In  an  unusual  twist, 
the  end  of  the  conflict  is 
told  before  the  details  of 
the  battle.  In  most  dra¬ 
mas,  the  defeat  of  evil  and  the 
victory  of  good  is  held  to  the 
last  dramatic  chapter. 
However,  the  vehicle  of  apoca¬ 
lyptic  literature  allows  the 
story  to  be  told  in  symbolic, 
rather  than  literal  fashion.  So 
we  learn  of  Satan's  defeat 
before  we  learn  of  the  warfare 
with  him.  This  is  the  Bible's 
way  of  reminding  us  that  we 
are  fighting  a  war  that  has 
already  been  won. 

This  is  meant  to  be  an 
encouragement  to  believers. 
Many  scholars  believe  this  liter¬ 
ature  was  first  distributed 


among  the  early  church  during 
a  time  of  intense  persecution. 
To  the  Roman  captors,  it  was 
symbolic  nonsense.  But  to  the 
embattled  believers,  it  was  the 
wind  of  hope  that  filled  their 
sails  and  gave  them  the 
courage  to  continue  forward  in 
the  face  of  the  rough  seas  of 
persecution. 

If  you  know  hard  times  are 
only  for  a  season,  and  that  in 
the  end  you  are  going  to  come 
out  on  top,  it  helps  in  facing  the 
difficulties  of  the  moment.  Like 
the  most  loved  Bill  Gaither 
song  says,  "I  can  face  uncertain 
days,  because  he  lives." 

Satan  can  be  resisted  (w.  7- 
9).  Just  because  we  know  the 
end  of  the  story  does  not  mean 
we  do  not  have  fight  many 
individual  battles.  One  of  the 
most  encouraging  verses  in 
scripture  for  spiritual  warfare  is 
verse  11  of  chapter  12.  Here  the 
believer  is  told  now  to  win  each 
and  every  battle  we  must  fight 
in  our  victorious  war  against 


# 

the  devil.  Three  things  give  us 
victory;  the  blood  of  the  lamb 
of  God,  the  word  of  our  testi¬ 
mony,  and  the  depth  of  our 
commitment. 

Satan  is  furious  at  believers 
(v.  17).  With  the  outcome  of  this 
cosmic  drama  already  declared, 
and  the  formula  for  individual 
victory  spelled  out,  all  that 
remains  is  to  work  out  the  in 
between  details.  The  dragon 
(Satan)  is  described  as  being 
furious  at  woman  and  her  off¬ 
spring.  He  makes  war  against 
those  who  "keep  the  com¬ 
mandment  of  Goa  and  hold  to 
the  testimony  of  Jesus." 

We  live  in  a  time  between 
the  revelation  of  the  savior  and 
the  final  defeat  of  Satan.  In  this 
in  between  time,  we  are  at  war. 
If  you  do  not  feel  the  opposi¬ 
tion  of  the  evil  one,  maybe  it  is 
because  it  is  not  clear  whose 
side  you  are  on. 

Jones  is  associate  pastor/youth 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Preparing  for  victory 

Joshua  3:5;  4:20-24;  5:8-10, 13-15 


By  Keith  Smyser _ 

After  running  for  a  number 
of  years,  I  had  a  strong  urge  as  I 
approached  forty  years  old  to 
run  my  first  marathon  (26.2 
miles).  The  distance  would  be 
the  longest  I  had  ever  attempt¬ 
ed.  I  began  to  train  in  February 
to  run  the  race  that  would  occur 
in  November  of  the  same  year. 
Training  my  body  by  long  runs 
every  other  Saturday,  enabled 
me  to  complete  the  marathon 
on  race  day.  It  took  about  nine 
months  of  preparation. 

This  week  we  study  the 
preparation  of  ,the  Israelites 
before  they  possessed  the 
Promised  Land. 

Consecrating  ourselves 
(3:5).  Someone  nas  said  "meet¬ 


ing  God  demands 
spiritual  preparation." 

The  people  of  Israel  gmyser 
were  to  consecrate 
themselves.  The  word  conse-  "1 
crate  means  to  make  holy.  To  be  w 
consecrated  was  crucial  in  order  tc 
for  the  Israelites  to  experience  p 
God's  mighty  power.  This  truth  gi 
is  echoed  in  2  Timothy  2:21  that  gi 
we  are  to  be  vessels  fit  for  the  rc 
master's  use. 

Our  passage  calls  attention  t\ 
to  the  fact  that  when  the  people  Jc 
of  Israel  willingly  consecrated  4: 
themselves,  the  Lord  did  won-  R 
ders  or  amazing  things.  God  h 
continually  did  mighty  acts  p 
that  reminded  the  people  of  his  c< 
power.  The  challenge  before  us  p 
today  is  to  daily  sanctify  or  G 
make  ourselves  holy.  The  daily  s« 


confessing  of  our  sins, 
keeping  our  hearts  and 
thoughts  pure,  and  liv¬ 
ing  in  an  attitude  of  holi¬ 
ness  enables  us  to  be 
ready  at  anytime  for 
God's  call  of  service. 

Commemorating 
God's  power  (4:20-24). 
Can  you  recall  a  time 
when  God  did  a  miracu- 
r  Ious  work  in  your  life? 
"When  God  works  m  mighty 
ways,  it  is  for  two  reasons:  (1) 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  his 
people  and,  (2)  to  testify  of  his 
greatness  to  all  people  of  all 
generations."  (Joshua:  Courage 
for  the  Future) 

Joshua  4:20  refers  to  the 
twelve  stones  taken  out  of  the 
Jordan  River  and  mentioned  in 
4:5, 8.  The  crossing  of  the  Jordan 
River  was  the  second  time  God 
had  parted  waters  for  his  peo¬ 
ple.  The  twelve  stones  were  a 
constant  reminder  of  God's 

E)wer.  The  stones  location  at 
ilgal  was  significant  for  it 
served  as  Israeli  base  camp  dur¬ 


ing  the  conquest  (9:6;  10:15,  43; 
14:6).  Remembering  the  Lord's 
work  in  the  past  can  strengthen 
us  with  courage  to  follow  him 
more  completely  today. 

Confirming  our  identity  (5:8- 
10).  "Timing  is  everything"  it  is 
said.  Do  you  think  the  Israelites 
wondered  about  God's  timing? 
They  had  just  entered  the 

Eromise  land  and  Joshua  told  foe 
•raelites  it  was  tune  to  circum¬ 
cise  the  men  of  his  army.  During 
the  wilderness  wanderings,  foe 
unbelieving  Israelites  had  ceased 
practicing  circumcision,  hi  a  sym¬ 
bolic  way,  this  "believing  genera¬ 
tion"  rolled  away  foe  reproach  of 
Egypt  by  the  act  of  circumcision. 
To  further  identify  them  with 
God  Joshua  had  foie  people  cele¬ 
brate  Passover.  The  Passover 
commemorated  events  related  to 
Israel's  release  from  bondage  in 
Egypt.  It  was  important  for  Israel 
to  celebrate  foe  Passover  for  foe 
first  time  in  foe  land  that  God 
had  promised  them!  Today 
believers  celebrate  the  Lord's 
Supper  to  further  identify  with 


Christ  and  to  remember  his 
redeeming  work  in  their  lives. 
God  had  redeemed  Israel  and 
promised  them  the  land  in  which 
they  now  lived. 

Affirming  God's  presence 
(5:13-15).  It  is  only  natural  to 
want  God's  presence  with  us! 
Shortly  before  the  battle  of 
Jericho,  Joshua  had  an 
encounter  with  a  man  identi¬ 
fied  as  "Captain  of  the  host  of 
the  Lord."  The  man  did  not 
answer  Joshua's  question  of 
friend  or  foe  but  did  say  in 
essence,  "I  have  not  come  to 
take  sides  but  to  take  control." 
This  passage  is  similar  to 
Exodus  3  when  God  assured 
Moses  of  his  presence.  Joshua 
was  nearing  foe  time  to  take 
Jericho  and  was  reminded  that 
God  would  take  care  of  things. 
Today,  we  need  the  same  assur¬ 
ance  in  our  lives.  When  we 
attempt  to  serve  God,  his 
promised  presence  and  power 
enables  us  to  follow  him! 

Smyser  is  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Starkville. 


Small'  ministry  doesn't  deter  missionary 

.  ..  .  i  *.  _ 1  _  1 A  r*  _  c _ 


Oklahoma  State  University  (OSU)  in  sen  for  the  city’s  Strategic  Focus  Cities 
Stillwater.  But  through  involvement  in  effort.  The  initiative  —  sponsored  national- 
mission  projects,  they  increasingly  felt  the  ly  by  the  North  American  Mission  Board  — 
call  to  serve  in  a  new-work  area.  will  bring  volunteers  and  other  resources 

"With  each  passing  trip  it  just  seemed  to  the  city  culminating  in  2001  for  evange- 
like  I  was  leaving  more  and  more  of  my '  lism  and  ministry. 

heart  in  these  areas,  and  I  remember  I  was  "It’s  really  exciting  to  see  how  God  is 
very  disturbed  about  something  I  saw,"  he  taking  past  experiences  and  putting  them 
said.  "I  always  believed  that  it  was  just  the  into  operation  here/’  she  said, 
young  maverick  pastors  and  visionaries  In  John  Ramirez's  collegiate  work,  one 
who  went  to  minister  in  newer  work  areas,  of  his  first  tasks  was  to  strengthen  the  cam- 
but  I  soon  realized  that  there  were  many  pus  ministries  in  Worcester,  just  a  few 
who  simply  went  there  to  retire  or  escape."  miles  from  his  home  and  the  convention's 
Ramirez  came  to  his  current  position  on  offices  in  Northborough. 
a  10-month  sabbatical,  what  he  thought  He  developed  a  team  approach  that  he 
would  be  a  short-term  assignment.  Both  he  hopes  to  implement  throughout  the  con- 
and  Anna  fell  in  love  with  New  England  vention.  Ratner  than  some  schools  having 
and  its  people,  and  the  position  was  made  campus  ministry  programs  and  others 
permanent.  His  students  at  OSU  knew  bet-  having  nothing,  Ramirez  networks  both 
ter  than  he  did  what  God  had  in  store.  collegiate  ministers  and  the  students 
"When  they  did  their  farewell  party  at  throughout  a  particular  city  for  once-a- 
the  end  of  the  semester,  it  had  a  tremen-  week  meetings.  Out  of  that  base  pro- 
dous  air  of  finality  to  it,"  he  said.  "They  grams  eventually  can  be  started  on  cam- 
said,  'Your  heart's  not  here  anymore.  It  puses  where  no  collegiate  minister  is 
seems  to  be  somewhere  else."'  assigned. 

Shortly  after  they  began  their  assign-  "That's  really  the  only  )  _ 

ment,  the  Ramirezes  knew  the  students  way  we're  going  to  reach 
were  right.  While  others  speak  of  a  period  metropolitan  areas  with  tronc 

of  adjustment  when  changing  cultures  so  multiple  schools,"  he  said.  ~X  -■  tefj-gvifyy 
abruptly,  they  immediately  feu  in  love  with 
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NX  OE  OX  PGOEERT  OT 


ELR  YGAYLREX,  KRLAFB,  O 


XRTB  WU  WRXXRTDRG 


KRCAGR  ELU  CNHR 


PLOHL  XLNFF  YGRYNGR 
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Clue:  T=  N 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Two:  Seven. 
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be  the  father  you  Blackaby 

have  anger  Blackaby  said 
I  toward  your  own  father."  "You  have 

Blackaby  also  told  the  men  legacy  you  le 


hey  live  now  In  a  general  worship  session, 

;  generations.  Gibbs,  now  a  NASCAR  team 
intual  leaders  owner,  founder  of  a  group 
iibbs,  former  home  for  troubled  youth  and  a 
e  Washington  member  of  the  Pro  Football 
mry  Blackaby,  Hall  of  Fame,  compared  life  to 
■iencing  Goa"  the  game  of  football, 
trials,  encour-  "God  made  us  with  compet- 
a  life  for  God  itive  spirits,  and  we  always  shij 
emier  men's  want  to  win  the  games  we  play. 

Firm:  Men  The  life  we  get  to  live  is  a  game, 
r."  and  you  and  I  are  the  players. 

Designed  Do  we  want  to  lose?  No." 
to  give  men  a  Gibbs  said  in  football  and 
shared  vision  life,  "We've  got  to  have  a  head 
of  Christian  coach.  When  I  was  a  coach,  I 
leadership,  really  cared  about  my  players, 
the  confer-  and  God  really  cares  about  us.  I  should  be 
ence  was  loved  my  players,  but  I  would- 
jointly  spon-  n't  have  sacrificed  either  of  my 
sored  by  First  sons  for  them.  God  was  willing 
Church  of  to  do  that.  That's  love  beyond  and  dignity. 

Orlando,  the  what  all  of  us  can  comprehend."  "How  you  treat  your  wife  is 
Florida  Bap-  Blackaby,  director  of  the  one  of  the  most  significant  and 
tist  Conven-  office  of  prayer  and  spiritual  serious  legacies  you  can  leave  a 
tion  Men's  awakening  at  the  Southern  family.  I  love  my  wife  more  today 
Department,  Baptist  North  American  than  when  I  first  married  her," 
ana  LifeWay  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta,  said  said  Blackaby. 

Christian  all  fathers  must  work  toward  Husbands  should  openly  dis- 
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